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S ILVE R ST ATE  HEA L TH IN SU RAN CE E XC HAN GE  

BOA RD  M EET IN G  

WED N ESD AY,  D ECE M BER 1 4 ,  2022  

 

- oOo -  

 

CHA RLES ON :   D r .  Ja meson  i s  on .  Um ,  w e ' re  ju st  w ork in g  o n  

movin g  h er  over .  O h ,  t h ere  sh e  i s .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Greet in gs .  

H IG H:   He l lo ,  D r .  J ameson .  Ho w  are  you ?  

D r .  JAM ESON :  Exce l len t .  Hap p y  h o l id ays .  

H IG H:   Hap p y  h o l id ay s .  We l l ,  i t  look s  l i ke  i t ' s  12 :34 ,  an d  i f  

you ' re  read y  t o  get  go in g ,  w e  can  get  t h i s  s t ar t ed .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y eah .  D o  w e  h ave  a  - -  a  q u o ru m? Let ' s  go  

ah ead  an d  t ake  ro l l  ca l l .  I t  look s  l i ke  w e  d o .  Greet in gs  t o  everyon e.  Va ler ie ,  

Qu in cy ,  yes ,  Jose  a n d ,  u h ,  everyo n e.  M y go o d n ess .  I  say  - -  I  t h in k  w e 've  got  

a  q u oru m,  b u t  le t ' s  go  ah ead  an d  t ake  a  ro l l  ca l l .  

H IG H:   Su re .  I ' l l  t ake  ro l l  c a l l ,  an d  t h en  a  f ew  h ou sekeep in g  

i t ems  t o  get  s t ar t ed ,  an d  t h en  I ' l l  t u rn  i t  b ack  over  t o  you ,  D r .  Jameson .  

JAM ESON :  I 'm imp res sed .  As  a  man  - -  I  sh o u ld n ' t  say ,  i t  sou n d s  

sex i s t  - -  t h at  you ' re  go in g  t o  t ake  care  o f  h o u sekeep in g .  T h an k you .  

HIG H:   Th at ' s  a l r igh t .  Um,  u h ,  D r .  Jameson ,  p resen t .  

JAM ESON :  Presen t .  

H IG H:   Great .  Uh ,  Va ler ie  C lar k?  

CLA RK:  Presen t .  
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HIG H:   Lavo n n e  Lew is ,  I  t h i n k  i s  ab sen t .  Uh ,  D r .  Sarah  

Fr ied man ?  

D R.  FR IED M AN :  Presen t .  

H IG H:   Jo n at h an  Jo h n so n ?  Wel l ,  I  see  yo u r  n ame t h ere ,  

Jon at h an .  I  d on ' t  kn ow  i f  yo u ' re  - -  t h ere  w e  go .  Oo p s .  D id  w e  ju st  lose  you ?  

I ' l l  a sk  on e  more  t i me.  Jon at h an ,  a re  y o u  on ?  

JOHN S ON :  I 'm - -  I 'm h ere .  

H IG H:   So u n d s  go o d .  Great .  T h an k yo u .  

JOHN S ON :  I t  keep s  mu t e  - -  i t  keep s  au t omat ica l l y ,  u h ,  mu t in g  

me,  so .  

H IG H:   Uh ,  w e  w o u ld  - -  Kat ie ,  i s  t h ere  a  w ay  w e  can  h e lp  

f i x  t h at ?  

CHA RLES ON :  I 'm n o t  su re .  R yan .  b ecau se  I 'm n ot  t h e  h ost .  

Um,  Ka i t l yn ,  can  w e  ju st  make  su re ?  I  s t i l l  sh ow  - -  i t ' s ,  l i ke ,  a  d ou b le  on e  as  

an  - -  a t t en d ees ,  so  make  su re  Jon at h an 's  co mp let e l y  move d  over .  

H IG H:   T h at ' s  great .  T h an k you .  Th an ks ,  t eam.  Um,  Jose  

M elen d rez ?  

M ELEN D REZ:  Here .  

H IG H:   Great .  An d  Qu in c y  Bran ch ?  

BRAN CH:  An d  I 'm h ere .  

H IG H:   Great .  Uh ,  w e ' l l  go  t o  o u r  ex- o f f i c io s ,  u h ,  Su z an n e?  

Or  on  - -  someon e  on  Su z an n e 's  b eh a l f  - -  B ierman ? Oka y.  Uh ,  Commi ss ion er  

R ich ard son ?  M ar k  a s  ab sen t .  An d  t h en ,  Ke l l i  An d erson ?  

AN D ERSON :   Here .  Th an k you .  

HIG H:   Su re .  T h an k you .  A l l  r i gh t ,  M ad am Ch a i r ,  w e  d o  h ave  
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a  q u oru m.  An d  I ' l l  j u s t  d o  a  f ew  meet ing  remin d ers  h ere .  U h ,  o u r  n ext  

meet in g  i s  on  Th u rsd ay ,  Feb ru ary  16t h ,  2023 ,  a t  1 :30  PM ,  u h ,  u n less  i t ' s  

d et ermin ed ,  t h ere  sh o u ld  b e ,  u h ,  an o ther  o n e  b ef o re  t h i s ,  b u t  t h at ' s  t h e  

n ext  sch ed u led  on e .  Uh ,  w e  h ave  Ka i t l yn ,  u h ,  B lagen ,  w h o 's  go in g  t o  - -  w h o  

i s  h ost in g  ou r  w eb in ar .  An d  as  a  remin d er ,  p lease  keep  yo u rse l f  mu t ed  i f  

you  are  n ot  t h e  o n e p resen t in g  o r  maki n g  a  co mmen t .  I f  yo u  w ou ld  l i ke  t o  

make  a  co mmen t ,  p lease  ra i se  you r  e le ct ron ic  h an d  an d  in d icat e  in  t h e  

ch at  b ox  t h at  you  w ou ld  l i ke  t o  make  a  co mmen t  an d  Ka i t l y n  w i l l  u n mu t e  

you .  For  t h ose  on  t h e  p h o n e,  p lease  rememb er  t o  mu t e  yo u rse lves  o r  e l se  

w e  w i l l  h ear  you r  p r ivat e  co n ver sat ion s .  An d  M ad am Ch a i r ,  t h ere  may b e  

p eop le  on  t h e  t e lep h o n e  t h at  wo u ld  l i ke  t o  make  a  p u b l i c  co mmen t ,  so  w e  

ju st  w an t  t o  rememb er  t o  ask  i f  t h ere  are  an y  p u b l i c  co m men t s  on  t h e  

p h on e.  We a l so  h av e  ou r  Carson  C i t y  c o n f eren ce  lo cat io n  o p en  t o  t h e 

p u b l i c ,  so  p u b l i c  co mmen t  may b e  mad e  t h ere ,  as  w e l l .  W e t ook  a  ro l l  ca l l  

an d  I ' l l  t u rn  i t  b ack  over  t o  yo u  f o r ,  u h ,  I  t h in k  p u b l i c  co m men t  n ow ,  

M ad am Ch a i r .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Exce l len t .  T h an k yo u ,  Ryan .  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  go  

ah ead  an d  ask  i f  w e  h ave  an y  p u b l i c  co mmen t ,  f i r s t  in  t h e  n o rt h ?  An yon e  

on  t h e  p h on e,  t h ere?  S in ce  i t ' s  v i r t u a l  an d  o n  t h e  p h o n e,  I  gu ess  w e  w on ' t  

sp ec i f y  lo cat ion .  I s  t h ere  an yo n e,  u h ,  so u t h  o r  an yw h ere  in  t h e  s t at e  t h at ,  

u h ,  i s  on  t h e  p h on e w h o  d es i res  t o  make  a  p u b l i c  com men t  t o d ay?  

D AVIS :  D r .  Jameson ,  T i f f an y  D av i s ,  f or  t h e  record .  I 'd  ju st  

l i ke  t o  s t at e  t h at  t here  i s  n o b o d y  h ere  in  o u r  Carso n  C i t y  o f f i ce  f or  p u b l i c  

commen t .  Th an k yo u .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  T h an k yo u  so  mu ch .  Oka y.  T h at  h av in g  b een  
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t h e  case ,  w e  w i l l  m ove  o n  t o  o u r  n ext  i t em,  t h e  ap p ro va l  o f  t h e  min u t es  

f rom t h e  Oct ob er  13t h ,  202 2 ,  b oard  meet in g .  Um,  I  - -  d o  I  h ear  a  mot ion  t o  

ap p rove  t h ose  min u t es?  

M ELEN D REZ:   So  moved ,  Jose  M elen d res .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  T h an k yo u .  An d  i s  t h ere  a  seco n d ?  

BRAN CH:  I ' l l  se con d ,  Qu in c y  Bran ch .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Uh - h u h .  An d ,  u m,  was  t h ere  an y ,  u h ,  co n cern s  

b ef ore  w e  vot e ,  u h ,  a  d i scu ss io n ?  Was  t h ere  an y  co n cern s  f o r  t h ere  - -  w as ,  

u h ,  an yt h in g  in accu rat e ,  omit t ed ,  u h ,  or  er rors?  Hear in g  n ot h in g  - -  an d  I ' l l  

g ive  i t  a  se con d ,  b ecau se  i t  t ake s  a  min u t e  t o  h i t  t h at  u n mu t e  b u t ton .  

Oka y ,  t h en ,  u m,  ev eryo n e  in  f avo r  o f ,  u h ,  ap p ro v in g  t h e  min u t es  f rom 

Oct ob er  13t h ,  2022 ,  b oard  meet in g?  

M EM BERS:  Aye .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An yb o d y  ab s  - -  u h ,  o p p o sed ?  An y  ab st a in in g?  

N o  on e  ab st a in in g?  Oka y.  T h e  O ct ob er  13t h ,  2022 ,  b oard  meet in g  i s  

ap p roved .  An d ,  u h ,  i t  seems l i ke ,  u h ,  i t  w as  ju st  yest erd ay ,  w e  a l l  met  f or  

t h e ,  u h ,  k i ckof f  o f  t h e ,  u h ,  en ro l lmen t .  An d  I  ju s t  w an t  t o  t ake  a  mo men t  

an d  t e l l ,  u h ,  n ot  everyo n e  t h at ' s  on  t he  p h o n e  w as  t h ere ,  b u t  I  h ave  t o  t ake  

a  momen t  an d  t h ank  ou r  amaz in g ,  u h ,  t eam,  ou r  s t a f f  a t  th e  S i l ver  S t at e  

Exch an ge ,  f or  t h ose  o f  you  t h at  w ere  th ere ,  u h ,  I  t h in k  yo u  can ,  u h ,  

ap p rec iat e  or  ch im e in  t h at  - -  t h at  i t ' s  - -  ju s t  w as  an  amaz in g ,  u h ,  k i ckof f  

an d  t h at  a l l ,  u h ,  I  ju s t  h ave  t o  t e l l  yo u  a l l ,  yo u  a l l  ju s t  d id  an  amaz in g  job .  

Wh at  can  I  say ?  Ju s t ,  u h ,  a  - -  a  act  ap plau se  t o  a l l  o f  you .  Th an k you .  I  

can ' t  imag in e  t h at  w e  co u ld  h ave  b een  p resen t ed  in  a  b et ter  l i gh t .  I t  w as  

p os i t i ve ly  - -  you  a l l  w ere  ju st  go  g lo w in g  an d  I  t h an k  yo u .  Oka y.  So ,  u h ,  i f  
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an yon e  e l se  w an t ed  t o  co mmen t  ab o u t  t h at ,  yo u  may.  Ot h erw ise  w e ' l l  

move  on  an d ,  u h ,  to  t h e  b u s in ess  a t  han d ,  t h e  u su a l  ap p ro va l  o f  t h e  semi -

an n u a l  f i sca l  an d  op erat ion a l  rep ort ,  p u rsu an t  N RS  695 I . 370(1 ) (b ) ,  f or  t h e  

govern or  an d  t h e  leg i s la t u re .  An d ,  u h ,  I  h o p e  yo u  a l l  h ad  an  o p p ort u n i t y  t o  

rev iew  t h e ,  I  t h in k  i t  w as  39  p ages ,  I 'm n o t  su re ,  b u t  a l l  t hose  p ages .  An d  

as  a lw ay s ,  u m,  i t  w as  w o n d er f u l .  I  d o n ' t  t h in k  yo u  le f t  an yt h in g  ou t .  I t  w as  

a  very  e xce l len t  rep ort .  Um,  d oes  an yb od y  h ave ,  u h ,  b ef ore  - -  d id  someon e  

w an t  t o  make  a  mot ion  t o  ap p ro ve  an d  seco n d ,  an d  t h en  an y  d i scu s s ion  w i l l  

b e  en t er t a in ed ?  

M ELEN D REZ:  Jose  M elen d rez ,  mo t io n  t o  ap p ro ve .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  D o  w e  h ear  a  seco n d ?  

FRIED M AN :  Sarah  Fr ied man ,  an d  I  can  seco n d .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Th an k you .  A l l  r i gh t .  Uh ,  d o  w e  h ave  an y  

d i scu ss ion  o n  t h e ,  u m,  semi - an n u a l  f i s ca l  op erat ion  rep ort ?  

M ELEN D REZ:  Ju st  go o d  jo b  t o  Ryan  an d  s t a f f .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  T h an k you ,  Jose .  I  c on cu r ,  t o t a l l y .  Ok ay .  N o  

ot h er  commen t s  b e in g  h eard ,  t h en .  Uh ,  everyb od y  in  f avo r  p lease  say ,  u m,  

aye  or  - -  

M EM BERS:  Aye .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An yb o d y  o p p osed ?  An d  an yo n e  ab st a in in g?  

Oka y.  We h a ve  ap p roved ,  u h ,  t h e  mo t ion  f o r  t h e  - -  t o ,  u h ,  ap p rove  t h e  

semi - an n u a l  f i sca l  a n d  o p erat io n  rep ort .  Um,  an d  o u r  n ext  i t em of  

b u s in ess ,  u h ,  w h ich  I  rea l l y  w a sn ' t  eve n  exp ect in g  u n t i l  o u r  n ext  meet in g .  

So  w ow ,  Ryan  an d  t eam,  yo u  rea l l y  roc k .  I 'm ver y  - -  very  c u r iou s  t o  h ear  

w h at  you  h ave  t o  say  a f t er  so me o f  t h e  co mmen t s  I ' ve  h eard  in  t h e  med ia .  
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Pu b l i c  op t ion  u p d ate  p resen t ed  b y  D HCFP .  

WEEKS:  Good  a f t ern o o n .  I  d o n ' t  kn o w  i f ,  Ryan ,  i f  you  w an t  

me s t ar t  w i t h  an  int ro d u ct io n .  I 'm St a c ie  Weeks .  I 'm t h e  D ep u t y  

Ad min is t rat or  a t  N evad a  M ed ica id .  Um,  I 'm over  t h e  man a ged  care  

p rogram,  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  p u b l i c  o p t io n .  I  d o  h ave  so me s l id es ,  i f  t h at ' s  oka y .  

Ryan ,  d o  you  w an t  me t o  p u l l  t h o se  u p o r  d o  yo u  gu ys  h av e  t h o se?  

HIG H:   Let  me see .  D o  w e  h ave  t h ese ,  u m,  Ka i t l yn  or  Kat ie?  

CHA RLES ON :  S t ac ie ,  ye ah ,  i f  you  can  go  ah ead  an d  sh are  

you r  screen ,  S t a c ie .  I  h ave  t h em,  u m,  o n  t h e  w eb s i t e ,  as  a  b acku p ,  in  ca se  

you  ru n  in t o  an y  - -  

WEEKS:  Ok,  co o l .  Oh ,  n o  w o rr ies .  Ok ay ,  go o d .  I  ju s t  d id n ' t  

w an t  t o  ju mp  - -  ju mp  t h ere  an d  yo u  w ere  go in g  t o  d o  i t .  I  kn o w  everyon e  

h as  a  p ro cess  f or  t h i s .  Um ,  oka y ,  so  I 'm  go in g  t o  sh are  my screen .  Can  

everyon e  see  t h at  okay ?  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y es .  T h an k you ,  S t a c ie .  

WEEKS:  Great .  So ,  u m,  f ee l  f ree  t o  ju mp  in  w i th  q u est ion s  

o r  w e  can  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  en d ,  w h at ever ,  u m,  ch a i r ,  yo u  w o u ld  l i ke  t o  d o .  I 'm 

good  w i t h  w h at ever .  I 'm h ap p y  t o  d i s cu ss  as  w e  move  a lon g ,  t oo .  So  ju st  

f ee l  f ree  t o ,  u m,  wh at ever  w o rks  f or  y o u  gu ys ,  I ' m o p en .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Wel l ,  u su a l l y  w e ' l l  d o  re  - -  q u est ion s  at  t h e  

en d ,  b u t  i t  d ep en d s h o w  lo n g  t h i s  i s ,  S t ac ie .  An d  i f  an yb o d y  h as  a  b u rn in g  

q u est ion ,  t h ey  a lw ays  sh o u ld  f ee l  f ree  t o  in t er  - -  t o  int er ru p t .  Th an k you .  

WEEKS:  I  p ro mise  i t  w o n ' t  b e  so  lo n g  t h at  you  w i l l  a l l  b e  

t i red .  I  p romise  i t  w i l l  b e  rob u st ,  b u t  n o t  t o o  lo n g .  So  w e' l l  go  ah ead  an d  

get  t h i s  s t ar t ed .  
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D R.  JAM ESON :  Wel l ,  w e  ( in au d ib le ) .  

WEEKS:  Yeah  - -  yeah ,  n o  p ro b lem.  I 'm h ap p y  y o u  gu ys  

w an t ed  t o  h ave  me co me an d  at  least  t a lk  ab o u t  w h ere  w e ' re  a t ,  b ecau se  

Ryan  an d  h i s  t eam h ave  b een  su p er  h elp f u l  t o  u s ,  w h ich ,  u m,  a t  t h e  - -  a t  

t h e  M ed ica id  agen c y .  So  w e  rea l l y  ap p rec iat e  t h e  p ar t n ersh ip  on  t h i s .  Um,  

so  I ' l l  ju s t  s t ar t  a  l i t t le  b i t  w i t h  t h e  agen d a.  Ob v io u s l y  I  w an t  t o  w a lk  

t h rou gh  a  l i t t le  b i t  on  t h e  b ackgro u n d ,  o n  t h e  p ub l i c  o p t io n .  Um,  an d  t h at  -

-  t h at  rea l l y ,  t ru ly  i s  k in d  o f  sh o w in g  ab o u t ,  l i ke ,  h o w  w e are  d i f f eren t  t h an  

w h at  ot h er  s t at es  are  d o in g ,  k in d  o f  w h at  t h e  mo d e l  i s .  I  t h in k  t h ere  are  a  

lo t  o f  d i f f eren t  id eas  ab o u t  w h at  p ub l i c  o p t io n s  are ,  n at ion a l ly ,  u m,  an d  

ju st  w an t  t o  make  su re  w e ' re  k in d  o f  gro u n d ed  in  wh at  N evad a 's  mod e l  i s .  

Um,  I  t h in k  t h ere 's  ju st  b een  a  lo t  o f  co n f u s io n ,  w h ich  i s  f a i r .  T h ere 's  

a lw ays  d i f f eren t  d i scu ss io n s ,  esp ec i a l l y  in  t h e  med ia ,  ab o ut  w h at  a  p ub l i c  

op t ion  i s .  An d  I  t h in k  ju st  mak in g  su re  w e ' re  a l l  c lear  o n  w h at  t h e  app roach  

h ere  i s ,  u m,  u n d er  t h e  s t at u t e  an d  how w e are  imp lemen t in g  i t ,  a t  t h e  

s t at e  leve l .  An d  t h en  I  w an t  t o  b r in g  u p t h e  1332  w a iver  req u est ,  b ecau se  I  

t h in k  t h i s  i s  rea l l y  an  imp o rt an t  p iece  f o r  t h e  exch an ge .  A n d  t h i s  i s  w h ere  

Ryan  an d  Jan e l  (p h on et ic )  h ave  b een  w ork in g .  We 've  b ee n  w o rk in g  c lo se ly  

t oget h er  b ecau se  t h ere 's  a  lo t  o f  p ass - t h ro u gh  f u nd in g ,  f ed era l  d o l la rs ,  

t h at  I  t h in k  w i l l  b e  very  u sef u l  t o ,  u m,  t o  t h e  - -  t o  t h e  Exch an ge ,  f or  

examp le .  Um,  an d  t h en  n ext  s t ep s ,  w here  w e  are  in  t h e  process .  I t ' s  a  

severa l - year  t ime l i n e .  Ob v iou s l y  a  se s s ion  i s  ah ead  o f  u s ,  so  ch an ges  cou ld  

h ap p en .  We're  h op in g  f o r  t h e  b est ,  b ut  yo u  n ever  kn o w .  S o ,  u m,  w e ' l l  move  

f orw ard  w i t h  wh at ever  t h e  leg i s la t u re  an d  t h e  go vern o r  wan t s  t o  d o .  Um,  

b u t  r igh t  n o w  w e are  imp lemen t in g  t h e  law ,  as  i s .  An d  so  t h at ' s  w h at  I 'm 
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go in g  t o  w a lk  t h rou gh  t o d ay.  So  t h e  b ack grou n d ,  I  t h in k  y o u  gu ys  a l l  kn ow  

t h i s ,  i t  w as  ab ou t ,  good n ess ,  t h i s  f ee l s  l i ke  a  lon g  t ime  ag o ,  I  b et ,  b u t  i t ' s  

in  2021 .  Um,  N evad a  w as  act u a l ly  t h e  s eco n d  s t at e  t o  p ass  t h e  p u b l i c  

op t ion  leg i s la t ion .  I  t h in k  a  lo t  o f  p eo ple  t h in k  Co lo rad o  w as  t h e  secon d ,  

b u t ,  u h ,  I  t h in k ,  u h ,  N evad a  b eat  Co lor ad o  b y  a  co u p le  mo n t h s .  So  t h ey  get  

t o  w ear  t h e  secon d ,  yo u  kn o w ,  lab e l ,  n at ion a l ly .  Um,  an d  t h i s  b i l l ,  i t  - -  i t  

rea l l y  t a l ks  - -  i t  rea l l y  p u t  in  p lace ,  u m ,  w h at  w e  con s id er  t h e  N evad a  

Pu b l i c  Op t ion  Progr am,  u m,  w h ich ,  u h ,  w i l l  l au n ch  on  Jan u ary  1 ,  2026 .  We 

h ave  severa l  year s ,  u m,  an d  a  ramp - u p  p er io d .  An d  I ' l l  exp l a in  w h y,  u m,  

b ecau se  ou r  mod e l  an d  h ow  w e' re  d o ing  i t  req u i res  t h i s  t imef rame.  Bu t  i t  -

-  t h e  req u i remen t  in  t h e  s t at u t e  says  t h at  t h ese  p ro d u ct s  mu st  b e  o f f ered  

t o  con su mers  as  a  q u a l i f ied  h ea l t h  p lan .  An d  w e ' l l  t a lk  a  l i t t le  b i t  ab ou t  

t h at  in  a  min u t e ,  wh ich  as  yo u  gu y s  kn o w  a  lo t  ab o u t ,  u m,  w h ich  op erat es  

on  t h e  exch an ge  an d  i t  can  b e  o f f ered ,  as  w e l l ,  o f f  t h e  exch an ge ,  d i rect ly  

f rom t h e  in su rer .  Ju st  l i ke  t o d ay,  i f  so m eo n e  d o esn ' t  w an t  t o  sh op  on  t h e 

exch an ge  an d  t h ey ' re  p u rch as in g  t h e i r  o w n  h ea l t h  in su rance  in  t h e  

in d iv id u a l  mar ket ,  t h ey  t oo ,  can  go  an d  look  on  a  - -  a  h ea l t h  p lan  w eb s i t e  

an d  p u rch ase  d i rect ly .  Bu t  w e  a l l  kn o w ,  o f t en ,  t h at ' s  n o t  a f f o rd ab le  - -  

r i gh t ?  - -  w i t h ou t  sub s id ies  t h at  t h e  exch an ge  o f f ers .  So  I  t h in k  a  lo t  o f  

p eop le ,  h op ef u l ly ,  sh o p  t h ro u gh  th e  exch an ge  so  t h ey  can  get  t h at  

red u ced ,  u m,  cost  c overage .  So  ju st  a  l i t t le  b i t  ab o u t  t h e  s trat egy  t h at ' s  

b eh in d  N evad a 's  mod e l ,  an d  t h en  w e ' l l  w a lk  t h ro u gh  o t h er  s t at e  mod e ls ,  so  

you  can  k in d  o f  see  t h e  d i f f eren ce .  Um,  rea l l y  w h at  I  - -  I  w o u ld  say  i t ' s  k in d  

rea l l y  u s in g ,  an d  yo u  may h ave  h eard  t h i s  in  o t h er  co n t ext  aro u n d  t h e  

exch an ge ,  w a s  t h i s  id ea  o f  act ive  p u rc h as in g ,  u m,  s t rat eg y .  An d  rea l l y  w h at  
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i t  i s ,  i s  i t  a l low s  t h e  s t at e  t o  - -  t o  say  t o  h ea l t h  car r iers  w h o  p art i c ip at e  in  

o u r  M ed ica id  man aged  care  p rogram ,  w h ich  f or  some of  you  w h o may n ot  

kn ow  i t ,  man  - -  ou r  M ed ica id  man aged  care  p rogram i s  w o rt h ,  u h ,  over  $2  

b i l l io n  t o  in su rers ,  w h ich  i s  a  lo t  more ,  act u a l ly ,  t h an  p re miu m,  or  

su b s id ies  t h at  are  ava i lab le  in  ex ch an g e .  So  i t ' s  a  s ign i f i c a n t  reven u e  f or  - -  

f or  h ea l t h  car r iers  t h at ,  yo u  kn o w ,  in  t o  - -  cu rren t ly ,  w e  h ave  f ou r ,  t h ree  o f  

w h ich  are  op erat in g  in  t h e  exch an ge .  We h ave  Hea l t h  P la n  N evad a ,  w h ich  i s  

Un i t ed ;  w e  h ave ,  u h ,  M ol in a ,  w h ich  i s  n o t  o p erat in g  yet  in  t h e  exch an ge;  as  

w e l l  as  An t h em;  an d ,  u h ,  Cen t en e ,  w h ich  i s  ca l led  S i l ve r  S u mmit .  An d  you  

kn ow ,  t h e  ot h ers  are  o p erat in g  in  t h e  exch an ge  t o d ay .  An d  t h at ' s ,  a  lo t  o f  

t h at  i s  b ecau se  o f  some o f  t h e i r  co n t ract  req u i remen t s  w e  cu rren t ly  h ave .  

Um,  b u t  t h e  goa l  h ere  i s  t o  rea l l y  s ay ,  i f  yo u  co n t in u e  - -  you  w an t  t o  

con t in u e  t o  d o  b u s in ess  in  o u r  M ed ica i d  p ro gram - -  r igh t ?  - -  an d  rece ive  

t h e  p rof i t  an d  t h e  mon ey  t h at ' s  t h ere  an d  t h at ' s  ava i lab le  t o  you ,  you  a l so  

h ave  t o  o f f er  a  go od - f a i t h  b id  an d a  p ro cu remen t  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  op t ion  t o  

o f f er  a  p rod u ct  t h at  i s  a  QHP  t h at  i s  lo w er ,  u m,  t h an  w h at  w e  - -  you  

p rob ab ly  w ou ld 've  o f f ered  o t h erw ise ,  an d  meet  cer t a in  s t rat eg ies  t h at  w e  

t h in k  are  imp ort an t  t o  t h e  s t at e .  For  examp le ,  o n e  o f  t h e  t h in gs  in  t h e  

s t at u t e  t a lks  ab ou t ,  yo u  kn o w ,  cu l t u ra l  co mp et en cy .  An d  so  o n e  o f  t h e  

id eas  w e ' re  t h in k in g  ab o u t  i s ,  sh o u ld  w e  d o  so me so r t  o f  - -  so me of  w h at  

w e  d o  in  M ed ica id  man aged  care  co n t r act s ,  i s  req u i r in g  so me sor t  o f  

s t rat egy  arou n d  im p ro v in g  ou r  w o rkf o rce  an d  cu l t u ra l  co mp et en cy  in  

h ea l t h care ,  f or  exa mp le .  T h e  o t h er  o ne  t h at ' s  in  s t at u t e  th at  w e  w ou ld  b e  

ad d in g  k in d  o f  t h rou gh  t h e  co n t ract in g  p ro cess  t o  t h e  QHP  w or ld  an d  t h e  

p u b l i c  op t ion  w ou ld  b e  va lu e- b ased  p aymen t  d es ign  w i t h  p ro v id ers ,  t ry in g  
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t o  d r ive  b et t er  q u a l i t y  o u t co mes  an d  n o t  ju st  p ay in g  o n  t he  w id get s .  R i gh t ?  

So  w e  w an t  t o  rea l ly  get  p ast  t h at  f ee- f or - serv ice  an d  rea l l y  b e  d r iv in g  

va lu e  f or  t h e  d o l la r .  So  t h at ' s  so r t  o f  t h e  s t rat egy .  R igh t ?  T h at  - -  t h at ' s  t h e  

goa l .  U m,  n ow  ob v iou s ly ,  t h ere 's  a  lo t  t h at  go es  b eh in d  t hat  an d  

imp lemen t at ion .  R i gh t ?  We h ave  t o  d o  a  p ro cu remen t ,  a  c on t ract ,  a l l  t h ose  

p ieces  an d  t h at  - -  w e ' l l  t a lk  a  l i t t le  b i t  ab o u t  t h at  in  a  min u t e .  Bu t  essen  - -  

essen t ia l l y ,  u m,  w e  are  ask in g  t h ese  ca r r iers  t o  en t er  in t o  a  co n t ract  t o  - -  

t o  d o  t h i s  w i t h  u s .  So  t h at  co n t ract  b eco mes  o u r  t o o l  f o r  en f o rcemen t .  So ,  

u m,  you  kn ow ,  w e ' r e  n o t  - -  an d w e ' l l  - -  an d  so ,  I ' l l  go  t o  t h e  n ext  s l id e ,  

b ecau se  t h at ' s  w h ere  I 'm go in g .  So ,  u n l ike  Co lo rad o,  u m,  Co lo rad o  i s  rea l l y  

re ly in g  on  a  regu lat ory  ap p ro ach ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  ou r  d epart men t  o f  

in su ran ce  - -  r igh t ?  - -  in  N ev  - -  in  N evad a.  Um,  w e  are  n o t  re ly in g  on  t h at  

ap p roach .  Th ey ' re  r ea l l y  - -  b ecau se  in  N evad a ,  w h at  t h ey ' re  say in g  i s ,  w e ' re  

go in g  t o  s t an d ard iz e  a l l  p lan s  b y  regu l at ion .  An d  so  t h ey ' r e  ap p ly in g  i t  t o  

every  p rod u ct ,  w h ere  w e ' re  say in g ,  n o ,  i t  d o esn ' t  h ave  t o  b e  every  p rod u ct ,  

you  kn ow ,  w e  are  d ef in i t e ly  ap p ly in g  i t  t o  ou r  M ed ica id  man aged  care  

p rogram p lan s  an d  an y  p lan  t h at  w an t s  t o  p ar t i c ip at e ,  b u t  i t ' s  n ot  across  

t h e  b oard  regu lat ory  an d  i t ' s  n o t  en f o rced  b y  ou r  d ep art men t  - -  

d ep art men t  o f  in suran ce .  I t ' s  rea l l y  t h e  co n t ract u a l  t o o l  an d  t h e  p en a l t ies  

t h at  w e  p ut  in  t h at  con t ract .  Bu t  Co lor ad o  h as  set  u p  a  rea l l y ,  I  w ou ld  say ,  

a  rea l l y  rob u st  regu lat ory  p roces s  f or  r ea l l y  s t an d ard iz ed  t h e i r  - -  t h e i r  

p lan s  h i t t in g  b en ch ,  yo u  kn o w ,  rat e  t arget s  f or  p ro v id ers ,  u m,  I  w i l l  - -  an d  

p remiu ms t h at  rea l l y  h ave  creat ed  a  lo t  more  w ork  f or  t h em,  w h ich  I  - -  I  

kn ow  some of  t h e  fo lks  o ver  t h ere  rea l l y  w e l l  an d  t h ey ' re  - -  t h ey ' re  h av in g  

t o  d o  a l l  t h ese  rat e  h ear in gs  an d  i t ' s  a  lo t  o f  w ork .  R igh t ?  An d  so  w e ' re  
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say in g ,  n op e,  w e ' re  n o t  d o in g  t h at .  We're  n ot  set t in g  rat es .  We h ave  - -  

w e 'd  h ave  - -  w e  d on ' t  w an t  an yt h in g  to  d o  w i t h  th at .  We rea l l y  w an t  t o  

con t in u e  t o  h ave  some o f  t h at  f lex ib i l i t y  an d  creat iv i t y  in  t h e  car r ier  

market  an d  le t  t h em come u p  w i t h  h ow  t h ey  meet  t h e  t arget s .  An d  w e ' l l  

t a lk  ab ou t  t h at  in  a  min u t e .  So  t h e  ot her  s t rat egy  t h at  yo u  may h ave  h eard  

ab ou t  - -  Wash in gt on  w as  t h e  f i r s t  s t ate ,  u m,  t o  p ro p o se  a  p u b l i c  op t ion .  

Th ey  rea l l y  ju st  sa i d ,  h ey ,  w e  w an t  t o  d o  t h i s .  An d  i t ' s  rea l l y  more  o f  a  

p ass ive  p u rch a s in g  s t rat egy .  T h e y  p u t  o u t  a  p ro cu remen t ,  b u t  t h ere  w as  n o  

carrot  f or  an yon e  r ea l l y  t o  p lay .  An d  s o  n o  on e  d id ,  in i t ia l l y .  So  i t  t ook  

t h em a  lo t  o f  - -  a  lot  o f  d i f f erent  b ack  an d  f o r t h  t o  get  car r iers  an d  

p rov id ers  t o  p ar t i c i p at e .  An d  I  t h in k  t h ere 's  s t i l l  so me s t ru gg le  t h ere .  I  

t h in k  t h ey 've  got  m ore  car ro t s  t h at  t h ey  w o rk  - -  a re  w o rk i n g  o n  an d  - -  an d 

t y in g  p ar t i c ip at ion .  Bu t  in i t ia l l y  i t  w as  very  p as s ive  an d  i t ,  you  kn ow ,  so  

some of  t h e  reason s  w e  d id  t h e  t ie  t o  th e  p ro cu remen t  an d  t ry  t o ,  you  

kn ow ,  d an g le  t h e  car rot  o f  t h e  M ed ica id  p rogram i s  b ecau se  w e  kn ow  t h e  

car r ier s  d o  w an t  t o  p ar t i c ip at e  in  t h at  p ro gram an d  d o  f in d  t h at  va lu ab le ,  

n at ion a l ly  t o ,  u m,  esp ec ia l l y  a  lo t  o f  t h ese  n at ion a l  car r ier s .  I ' l l  s t op  t h ere .  

Are  t h ere  an y  q u ick  q u est io n s  b ef o re  I  mo ve  on ?  I s  t h i s  a l l  makin g  sen se?  I  

ap o log i z e  i f  I 'm mo vin g  f ast .  I  t a l k  f as t .  O kay .  Um,  so  ju st  t o  g ive  you  a  

sen se  o f  w h at ' s  in  t h e  s t at u t e  t o d ay,  uh ,  I  ca l l  t h em st at u t o ry  sa f egu ard s  

f or  t h e  p rogram.  Th ey ' re  rea l l y  ab ou t  makin g  su re  i t ' s  su c cess f u l ,  b u t  i t ' s  

a l so  w ays  f or  u s  t o  ad d ress  co n cern s  a n d  i ssu es  t h at  co me u p .  Um,  you  

cou ld  a l so  t h in k  o f  t h em as  so r t  o f  t h e  f lo o r  an d  so r t  o f  t he  min imu ms - -  

r igh t ?  - -  o f  t h e  p rogram.  Um,  t h e  - -  t he  f i r s t  on e  t h at  - -  on e  o f  t h e  reason s  

t h e  p remiu m red u ct ion  t arget  i s  in  t h e  s t at u t e  i s  b ecau se  w h en  w e - -  w h en  
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Wash in gt on  came o u t  w i t h  th e i r  p u b l i c  o p t io n ,  t h e i r  p u b l ic  o p t ion  w as  

more  exp en s ive  t h a n  t h e  o t h er  q u a l i f ied  h ea l t h  p lan s  t h at  w ere  o f f ered  in  

t h e i r  exch an ge .  An d  i t ' s ,  l i ke ,  w h y  are  w e  d o in g  t h i s  i f  i t ' s  n o t  more  

a f f ord ab le  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  w as  t h e  b ig  q u est io n .  So  so met h in g  t h at  w as  

n at ion a l ly  go in g  ar ou n d  at  t h e t ime,  yo u  kn o w ,  p eo p le  t hat  w ere  w ork in g  

on  t h i s  d ec id ed  w e  n eed  p remiu m red uct io n  t arget s .  Bu t  a lw ays  t h e  b ig  

q u est ion  i s ,  w h at  i s  reaso n ab le ,  r igh t ?  Everyon e  w an t s  a  30%  d ecrease ,  b u t  

i s  t h at  rea l l y  p oss ib le ,  r igh t ?  I s  t h at  rea l l y  rea son ab le?  So  Co lorad o  d id  a  

s imi lar  ap p roa ch ,  b u t  t h ey  h ave  a ,  I  t h in k  a  - -  a  mu ch  h igh er  t arget  in  - -  in  

t erms  o f  t h e  amou nt s ,  b u t  a l so  t h e  amou n t  o f  t ime  th ey  a l lo w  t h at  t arget  

t o  - -  t o  b e met .  So  t h e  o n e  in  o u r  s t atu t e ,  t h e  b are  min imu m,  i s  ab ou t  - -  i s  

a t  least  t h at  t h e  - -  t h at  t h e  pu b l i c  o p t io n  p lan s  t h emse lve s ,  t h e  car r iers ,  

come in  a t  least  15%  low er .  Bas i ca l l y  i t ' s  a  15%  red u ct ion  over  t h e  f i r s t  

f ou r  years .  An d  t h ose  f i r s t  f o u r  years  w i l l  b e  u n d er  a  co n t ract  w i t h  t h e  

s t at e .  R igh t ?  So  i f  t h ey  d o  n o t  meet  t hat  red u ct io n ,  w e  w i l l  - -  w e ' re  s t i l l  

w ork in g  t h rou gh  p en a l t ies  an d  w h at  t ho se  w i l l  lo o k  l i ke  t o  make  su re  t h at  

w e  en f orce  i t .  Um,  b u t  t h at  i s  h ow  t h i s  - -  t h i s  p iece  w i l l  op erat e .  N ow ,  

r igh t  n ow  w e - -  t h e d i rect or  d oes  h ave ,  my d i rect or  a t  D H HS,  R ich ard  

Wh i t ley ,  h as  t h e  au t h or i t y  t o  w a ive ,  or  sor t  o f  l i ke ,  o r  rev i se ,  I  w ou ld  say .  

Oh ,  I  see ,  Sa rah .  D o  yo u  h ave  a  q u est io n ?  

FRIED M AN :   A  q u ick  q u est io n .  U m,  yo u  sa id  15%  red u ct ion  

over ,  I  mi ssed  w h at  t h at  w as  o ver  - -  

WEEKS:  Fou r  years .  

FR IED M AN :  - -  ( in au d ib le )  o f  p lan s  o n  exch an ge  - -  o ver  w h at  

ot h er  p lan s  - -  oh ,  red u ct io n  o ver  t ime,  amon g t h emse lves .  
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WEEKS:  Yeah ,  so  - -  

FR IED M AN :   Oka y.  

WEEKS:  - -  w e l l  t h ere  i s  a  b en ch mark .  So  t h e  b en ch mark  

w ou ld  b e  202 4 ,  what  t h e  co st  o f  t h e  seco n d  lo w est  s i l ver  i s ,  in  2024 .  An d  

w e  t ren d  th at  f orward  b y  co n su mer  m ed ica l ,  yo u  kn o w ,  c o n su mer  CP I  an d  

med ica l .  So  w e  t ren d  t h at  f o rw ard  an d  t h at ' s  o u r  b en ch mark.  I  mean ,  w e  d o  

h ave  room t o  move  t h at  u p  an d d o w n ,  b ased  o n  in f la t io n .  We d id  ad d  t h at  

in t o  ou r  rev i s ion ,  b u t  yeah ,  i t ' s  over  f o u r  years ,  b ased  o n  w h at  t h at  

b en ch mark  w as  in  t h e  exch an ge ,  so  lo o k in g  at  t h at  seco n d  lo w est  s i l ver .  

An d  t h e  p lan s  t h emse lves  ju st  h ave  t o  sh o w  t h at  t h ey ' re  co min g  in  a t  least  

- -  in  t h e  f i r s t  year  i t ' s  ab o u t  4%  lo w er ,  an d  t h en  i t  b u i ld s  o ver  t ime.  R igh t  

n ow ,  t h e  w ay  t h e  rev i s io n s  h a ve  b een  set  f o r t h  b y  t h e  - -  th e  d i rect or ,  i t ' s  

ab ou t  16% .  I t  g ives  u s  ro o m t o  w a ive  1% ,  i f  a  p lan  can ' t  meet  i t .  Um,  b u t  i t  

- -  i t ,  I  t h in k  t h at  i s ,  o r ig in a l l y  i t  w as  in  t h e  s t at u t e ,  b ef ore  w e  rev i sed  i t  

u n d er  h i s  au t h or i t y ,  i t  w as  t o t a l l y  20% .  Um,  yo u  kn o w ,  an d  i f  w e  rev i sed  i t ,  

t h e  s t at e  law  says ,  i f  yo u  d o  rev i se  t h i s ,  yo u  s t i l l  h a ve  t o  meet  15 .  So  w e  

f e l t  l i ke  20% ,  b ased  o n  ou r  act u ar ies ,  w as  t o o  mu ch  - -  I ' l l  b e  f ran k  w i t h  you  

- -  an d  ou r  act u ar ies  recommen d ed ,  you  rea l l y  n eed  t o  low er  t h i s  an d  you  

n eed  t o  t ren d w i t h  con su mer  p r i ce  me d ica l ,  b ecau se  - -  b u t  t h at  in d ex .  At  

t h e  t ime,  i t  w as  M ed icare  t h at ' s  in  t h e  s t at u t e .  I  t h in k ,  w h en  t h e  s t at u t e  

w as  p rob ab ly  b e in g  w r i t t en ,  t h ere  w as  p ro b ab ly  n o t  a  rea l  u n d erst an d in g  o f  

med ica l  in f la t ion  a n d  t h e  gro w t h t h at  w e  see  t o d ay,  u m,  an d  t h e  cost .  So  

t h ose  ad ju st men t s  h ave  b een  mad e  an d  w e  f ee l  p ret t y  goo d  ab ou t  t h e 16%  

o ver  f o u r  years ,  w i t h  t h e  ab i l i t y  t o  ad ju st  t h at  b en ch mark  i f  w e  n eed  t o ,  t o  

a l low  room in  t h e  market ,  u m,  a  co st .  So  t h at ' s  w h ere  t hat ' s  a t .  I  kn ow  t h at  
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sou n d s  p ret t y  comp l i cat ed ,  b u t ,  u m,  t ry in g  t o  keep  i t  as  - -  sor ry  my vo i ce .  

I ' ve  b een  h av in g  t h i s  co ld  - -  miss  t r y in g  t o  keep  i t  as  s imp l e  as  p oss ib le .  

Ou r  act u ar ies ,  u m,  make  i t  rea l l y  t ech n ica l .  So  t r y in g  t o  k eep  i t  h igh  leve l .  

Hop ef u l ly  t h at  an sw ered  yo u r  q u est io n .  Oka y .  Um,  so  a ga in ,  w e  are  h op in g  

t o  en f orce  t h i s  in  - -  in  - -  in  t h e  co n t ract .  I  w i l l  sa y ,  ear l y  o n ,  ou r  

con versat ion s  w i t h  t h e  f ed era l  go vern men t ,  t h ey 've  s ign a led  t h at  t h ey  

w an t  s t ron g  en f orcemen t ,  b ecau se  t h ey  w an t  t o  make  su re  p lan s  act u a l ly  

come in  an d  meet  t h e i r  t arget s .  Um ,  t h at ' s  p ar t  o f  t h e  w ay  o f ,  ou r  

con versat ion s  h ave  b een  h av in g .  So  w e ' re  t ry in g  t o  t h in k  ab o u t  w h at  i s  a  

mean in gf u l  p en a l t y  t h at  i s  n o t  go in g  t o  h u rt  t h e  market ?  R igh t ?  L i ke  w e  

d on ' t  w an t  a  p en a l t y  t o  b e  a  h igh  f in anc ia l  p en a l t y  an d  i t  t o  b e  t aken  ou t  

o n  p rov id ers .  R igh t ?  So  w e  w an t  t o  make  su re  w h at ever  t o o l  w e  u se  i s  

reason ab le ,  b u t  a l s o  go in g  t o  b e  mean in gf u l  en o u gh  f o r  t hem t o  - -  t o  meet  

t h e  t arget .  Excu se  me,  I 'm sor ry ,  m y t h roat .  Um,  so  t h e  ot h er  p iece  h ere ,  

t h e  ot h er  sa f egu ard  i s  t h e  acces s  t o  car e  s t an d ard s  in  t h e  market .  An d  t h i s  

on e  you  migh t  h ave  h eard  ab o u t  a l ready,  u m,  p eo p le  t a lk  a b o u t  i t  as  t h e  

p rov id er  t y in g  req u i remen t  in  t h e  s t atu t e .  I t  rea l l y  - -  t h i s  i s  rea l l y  t h ere  

b ecau se ,  n at ion a l l y ,  w e  a lw ays  see ,  u m ,  o f t en  p rov id ers ,  d ep en d in g  on  h ow  

t h ey  f ee l  ab ou t  a  program l i ke  M ed ica i d  or ,  u m,  ot h er ,  you  kn ow ,  

esp ec ia l l y  M ed ica id ,  you  see  p rov id ers  say in g ,  I  d on ' t  w an t  t o  p ar t i c ip at e .  

R igh t ?  An d  so  on e  o f  t h e  co n cern s  f rom Wash in gt o n ,  b ec au se  o n e  o f  t h e  

t h in gs  t h at  t h ey  w ere  ch a l len ged  w i t h ,  i s  t h at  h o sp i t a l s  w ere  n ot  w an t in g  

t o  p ar t i c ip at e  in  t he  n et w o rk.  So  t h e  p u b l i c  o p t io n  p lan s  co u ld n ' t  b u i ld  

t h e i r  n et w orks .  R i g h t ?  So  w e  k in d  o f  - -  o n e  o f  t h e  t h in gs  th i s  s t at u t e  d oes  

i s  rea l l y  c reat es  a  n ew  req u i remen t  and  i t  says  i f  - -  i f  a  p ro v id er  i s  in  a  



 

15 
S I L V E R  S T A T E  H E A L T H  I N S U R A N C E  E X C H A N G E  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  

W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2  
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
 

con t ract  t o  b e  a  M ed ica id  p ro v id er  o r  a  p u b l i c  emp lo yee  b en ef i t  p lan  - -  

r igh t ?  - -  ou r  s t at e  p lan  - -  p lan ,  as  w e l l  as  w orkers '  comp ,  i n  t h e  s t at e  

w orkers '  comp  p rog ram,  t h ey  - -  t o  s t ay  - -  t o  make  su re  t h ey  d o n ' t  - -  t o  s t ay  

in  t h e i r  con t ract s  t o  g ive  - -  t o  a l lo w  t h em t o  co n t in u e  t h ose  co n t ract s ,  t h ey  

a l so  h ave  t o  at  leas t  p ar t i c ip at e  in  on e  p u b l i c  o p t io n  n et work.  R igh t ?  So  

you  can ' t  ju st  sa y  n o ,  yo u  kn o w ,  w e ' re  n o t  p ar t i c ip at in g  as  a  w ay  t o  sor t  o f  

l i ke  s t a l l  t h e  p ro  - -  p ro  - -  p rocess ,  go in g  f o rw ard .  An d  t h at ,  yo u  kn ow ,  

b ased  on  sor t  o f  t he  p ar t i c ip at ion  in  M ed ica id ,  u m,  t h at  f e l t  p ret t y  

reason ab le ,  b ecau s e  n o  mat t er  w h at  th e  p u b l i c  o p t io n ,  we’ l l  b e  p ay in g  

more  t h an  M ed ica id ,  u m,  yo u  kn o w ,  w e  gen era l l y  kn o w  t h at  f o r ,  you  kn ow ,  

b ased  on  M ed ica id  rat es .  Um ,  an d  a l so  t h e  req u i remen t  i s  t h at  i f ,  u h ,  a  

p erson  w h o i s  en ro l led  in  t h e  p u b l i c  opt io n ,  u m,  go es  t o  see  a  p rov id er ,  

t h at  p rov id er  h as  t o  t reat  t h em ju st  l ike  t h ey  t reat  an y  ot h er  n ew  p at ien t .  

So  i f  t h ey ' re  d en y in g  o t h er ,  yo u  kn o w ,  acce ss  b ecau se  t h ey  can ' t  t ake  n ew  

p at ien t s ,  t h at ' s  f in e .  T h ey  can  d en y  t h e  p u b l i c  o p t io n ,  t o o .  Bu t  i f  t h ey  are  

t ak in g  p at ien t s  f rom o t h er ,  yo u  kn o w ,  t yp es  o f  in su ran ce ,  t h ey  h ave  t o  

t reat  t h e  p ub l i c  op t ion ,  u m,  f o lks  t h e  s ame.  So  t h at ' s  ju st  sor t  o f  t h e  p iece  

arou n d  t h e  access .  Th e  t h i rd  p ro t ect ion  i s  t h i s  p ro v id er  re imb u rsemen t  

f loor ,  w h ich  I  kn ow  a  lo t  o f  f o lks ,  w h en  t h ey  saw  i t ,  t h ey  t h in k ,  oh ,  w e ' re  

a l l  get t in g  M ed icar e  rat es .  Bu t  t h e  go a l  w as  n o t  t o  d o  th at .  Th e  goa l  i s  

act u a l ly  p rot ect  t h e m f rom M ed ica id .  R igh t ?  So  o f t en  w h at  w e  - -  w e  w orry  

ab ou t  w h en  w e - -  we  get  in vo lved  in  t h ese  t yp es  o f  t h in gs ,  i s  t h at  t h e  p lan s  

w i l l  ju s t  n egot ia t e  p ro v id ers  d o w n  so  f ar  t h at  i t ' s  n o t  su st a in ab le .  So ,  u m,  

t h e  - - -  th e  goa l  h ere  w as  t o  p u t  in  a  f lo o r  in  t h e  s t at u t e ,  an d  t h e  s t at u t e  

says ,  u m,  p rov id er  rat es  can  b e  n o  low er  t h an  M ed icare  rat es ,  u m,  in  t h e  
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p u b l i c  op t ion .  So  t h at  i s  t h e  f lo o r .  T h ey  can  b e  h igh er ,  u h ,  an d  a f t er  w e  d id  

ou r  - -  t h e  act u ar ies  h ave  d on e  t h e i r  ana lys i s ,  w h ich  w e  w i l l  b e  re leas in g  

h op ef u l ly ,  u m,  f in gers  cros sed ,  b y  t h e  en d  o f  t h i s  mo n t h ,  u m,  h ave  f ou n d  

t h at  even  t o  get  t o  t h e  16%  red u ct ion ,  t h ey  d o n ' t  - -  t h ey  do  n o t  b e l ieve  

t h at  a l l  p ro v id ers  w i l l  b e  d o w n  t o  M ed icare .  T h ere ' s  en o u g h  ro om in  t h e  

market  t o  go  d ow n ,  w i t h o u t  get t in g  a l l  - -  everyo n e  at  M ed icare  o r  b e low .  

So  t h ere 's  room t h ere ,  w h ich  i s  w h at  w e  w ere  w an t in g  t o  make  su re .  Um,  

t h e  ot h er  th in g  I  w ou ld  n o t e  h ere ,  i s  th ere  i s  a l so  an  ad d i t ion a l  f loor  t h at ' s  

a  l i t t le  d i f f eren t  f or  ru ra l ,  u m,  an d  co mmu n i t y  p ro v id ers .  An d  t h at  sh ou ld  

say  M ed ica id  - -  M ed icare  an d  in t er  - -  en co u n t er  rat es  n o t  M ed ica id .  Um,  

M ed icare  h as  co st - b ase  rat es  f or  a  - -  a  lo t  o f  o u r ,  u m,  FQHC s ,  f or  examp le ,  

f ed era l l y  q u a l i f ied  h ea l t h  cen t ers ,  o t h er  commu n i t y  h ea l t h  c l in i c s  in  t h e  

ru ra l  a reas ,  t h ey  o f t en  h ave  cost  b ase  rat es ,  w h ich  are  h ig h er .  An d  so  w e  

t agged  t h e  f lo or  t o  t h at  ra t e  an d  n ot  th e  serv ice  rat e .  We  w an t ed  t o  make  

su re  t h at  t h ey  w ere k in d  o f  h e ld  h armless  in  t h at  an d  n o t  b e in g  d r iven  

d ow n  t oo  low .  Um,  market  comp et i t ion  an d  con su mer  ch o i ce .  I 'm a lmo st  

d on e  - -  t h rou gh  t h is  s l id e .  T h i s  i s  p ro b ab ly  t h e  most  - -  t h e meat iest  s l id e  o f  

a l l .  So  I  p rom ise  (p h on et ic ) .  U m,  t h e  o t h er  p iece  h ere  w e 've  a l read y  k in d  o f  

t a lk  ab o u t  - -  t a lked  ab o u t ,  i s  t h at  w e ' re  rea l l y  t y in g ,  u h ,  t o  get  

p ar t i c ip at ion  f rom carr ier s  an d  t y in g  i t  t o  ou r  M ed ica id  p rogram.  So  i f  t h ey  

w an t  t o  p lay  an d  d o b u s in ess  in  o u r  M ed ica id  p ro gram,  t h e y  a l so  h ave  t o  

b e  a  good  p art n er  in  o u r  exch an ge  an d  h e lp  u s  co n t ro l  co s t s  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  an d  

o f f er  t h i s  p u b l i c  opt io n  p ro d u ct .  Th ey  can  o f f er  o t h er  p rod u ct s  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  

in  - -  in  t h e  exch an ge ,  b u t  t h ey  at  least  h ave  t o  o f f er  a t  least  a  s i l ver  an d  a  

go ld ,  u m,  in  each  o f  t h e  rat in g  areas .  We are  - -  a l so  are  i n cen t iv i z in g  a  
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b ron z e  b an ,  an d  w e' l l  t a lk  a  l i t t le  b i t  ab o u t  t h at  in  a  min ut e .  Um,  an d  

f ed era l  l aw  d oes  req u i re  - -  someon e  was  as k in g  t h e  o t h er  d ay ,  oh ,  d oes  

t h i s  mean  you  migh t  en d  u p  w i t h  o n e  carr ier?  T h e  go o d  n e w s  i s  M ed ica id  

can  n ever  ju st  h ave  on e  carr ier .  I t  h as  t o  o f f er  ch o ice ,  u n less  w e  h ave  a  

w a iver .  So  w e  kn ow  f or  su re  w e  at  least  w e ' l l  h ave  t w o o r  more .  Tod ay  w e  

h ave  f ou r .  An d  I  w i l l  t e l l  you ,  w e 've  a l s o  h ad  in t erest ,  n at ion a l ly ,  f rom 

f o lks  sa y in g  - -  as k in g  ab o u t  t h e  p ub l i c  o p t io n ,  i f  t h ey ' re  in t erest ed  in  

comin g  in t o  t h e  market .  So  I  d o  t h in k  i t ' l l  b e  an  in t erest in g  d yn amic  t o  see  

h ow  i t  p lays  ou t ,  bu t  I  - -  I  d o  n o t  exp ect  u s  t o  h ave  less  t h an  t w o.  Bu t  i f  - -  

i f  a t  t h e  - -  a t  t h e  bare  min imu m i t  w i l l  b e  t w o ,  a t  least ,  p ro d u ct s ,  u m,  or  

car r ie r s ,  o f f er in g  t h e  p ro d u ct s .  Um,  n e xt  s l id e ,  p lease .  N e xt  s l id e .  So r ry .  

Am I  f roz en ?  

CHA RLES ON :  Y ou  h ave  con t ro l .  S orry .  Y ou  h ave  con t ro l  o f  

t h e  s l id es .  

WEEKS:  Oh ,  I  d o .  I 'm sorr y .  Oh  my,  God .  I 'm h a v in g  a  

momen t .  I t ' s  b een  a  w eek an d  i t  f ee l s  l i ke  a  F r id ay  an d  i t ' s  on ly  

Wed n esd ay,  so  I  ( in au d ib le ) .  I 'm l i ke ,  n ext  s l id e ,  S t ac ie .  A l l  r i gh t .  So  

an yw ays ,  t h i s  i s  - -  I  p romise  t h ere 's  m ore  v i su a l  comin g .  T h i s  i s  my at t emp t  

t o  t ry  t o  sh ow  p eople  w h at  i s  t h e  p u b l ic  o p t io n ,  h o w  i t ' s  n o t  - -  i t ' s  n ot  an  

exch an ge  - -  r igh t ?  - -  b ecau se  a  lo t  o f  p eo p le  t h in k  i t ' s  a  se p arat e  

market p la ce .  I t ' s  n ot .  I t ' s  rea l l y  ju st  t ak in g  w h at  my - -  m y v i su a l ,  my very  

s imp le  v i su a l ,  R yan ,  I  ap o log i z e .  I  kn o w  t h ere 's  w ay  more  t o  a  QHP,  b u t  t h i s  

- -  t h i s  - -  t h i s  - -  t h ese  b lu e  b u b b les  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  t h e  l i gh t  b lu e  b u b b le  i s  w h at  

I  t h in k  o f  w h en  I  t h in k  o f  t h e  s t an d ard  QHP ,  an d  t h en ,  a l l  o f  o u r  s t at e  

market  ru les  t h at  g o  aro u n d  i t .  R igh t ?  So  t h at ' s  w h at  I  t h in k  o f  in  my h ead  
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w h en  I  t h in k  o f  a  QHP.  I t ' s  ju s t  a  s imp l e  v i su a l .  O kay ?  So  w e  h ave  ou r  s t at e  

market  ru les ,  w h i ch  i s ,  you  kn ow ,  rat e  rev iew ,  rat e  ap p ro v a l ,  t h at  s t i l l  

h ap p en s ,  n et w ork  ad eq u acy .  An d  t h en  w e  h ave  o u r  s t an d ard  a  ACA 

req u i remen t s  f or  every  Q HP,  w h ich  i s  o u r  ACA s t an d ard s  an d  cer t i f i cat ion  -

-  r igh t ?  - -  t h at  t h e  exch an ge  h as  t o  d o  an d  t h e  assessmen t ,  t h e  exch an ge ,  

u m,  p laces  on  a l l  Q HP s .  So  w h en  w e t h in k  ab o u t  t h e  p u b l ic  op t ion ,  w e ' re  

n ot  say in g  i t ' s  d i f f e ren t  t h an  th i s ,  w e ' re  ju st  say in g  i t  loo k s  l i ke  t h at .  I t  h as  

a  se  - -  an  - -  an  ad d it io n a l  l ayer  t h at  go es  arou n d  i t .  An d  th at  ad d i t ion a l  

l ayer  h as  b ot h  s t at u t o ry  man d at es  t h at  w e  h ave  t o ,  yo u  kn o w ,  imp lemen t  

t h rou gh  t h e  con t ract ,  in  ad d i t io n  t o  wh at ever  co n t ract  re q u i remen t s  w e,  or  

you  gu ys  a s  t h e  exc h an ge  t o get h er ,  w e  t h in k  are  imp o rt an t .  An d  w e  w an t  

t o  in  in cen t iv i z e  in  t h i s  market ,  r i gh t ?  Or  rea l l y  p ro mo t e  t h ro u gh  t h e  p ub l i c  

op t ion .  So  t h e  s t atu t o ry  man d at es  w e 've  k in d  o f  t a lked  ab o u t ,  w h ich  i s  

t h ey  h ave  t o  meet  th ese  t arget s  t h at  un l ike  o t h er  QHP s  - -  r igh t ?  - -  t h e  

ot h er  t w o  bu b b les ,  w i l l  n ot  b e  f ac in g .  Um,  t h ey  w i l l  h ave  min imu m p lan  

o f f er in gs ,  a t  least  a  s i l ver  an d  a  go ld .  A n d  i t  h as  t o  b e  s t atew id e .  So  I  t h in k  

- -  I  t h in k  t h at ' s  an  imp o rt an t  p iece  o f  th i s  t h at  I  kn o w  o f t en ,  you  kn ow ,  i s  

ch a l len ged  in  t h e  exch an ge .  So  t h at ' s  a  p iece .  T h e  p ro v id er  n et w ork,  u m,  

on e  o f  t h e  requ i remen t s  i s  u s  t o  p romot e  t h e  a l ign men t  w i t h  M ed ica id .  An d  

t h e  goa l  t h ere  i s  t hat  w h en  p eo p le  leave  M ed ica id  an d  go  t o  t h e  exch an ge  

an d  move  u p  t h at  in co me lad d er ,  t h at  t h ey  h ave  t h e  o p p ort u n i t y  t o  keep  

t h e i r  imp ort an t  cr i t i ca l  p rov id er s ,  esp e c ia l l y  some of  t h es e  sa f et y  n et  

p rov id ers  t h at  are  rea l l y  imp o rt an t  t o  t h i s  p o p u lat io n .  So  w e ' re  t ry in g  ou r  

b est  t o  s t ar t  t o  a l ign  t h ese  n et w o rks  so  p eo p le  an d  co n su mers  h ave  more ,  

u m,  con t in u i t y  o f  care ,  essen t ia l l y ,  a cr oss  p rov id ers .  Um ,  va lu e- b ased  
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p aymen t  d es ign  - -  w e  are  d o in g  t h at  f in a l l y  in  M ed ica id .  I ' m su p er  exc i t ed  

ab ou t  i t .  Um,  ou r  p lan s  ju st ,  w e 've  ju st  s t ar t ed  n ew  t argets  on  rea l l y  

see in g  n ew  t yp es  o f  a r ran gemen t s  t h at  rea l l y  rew ard  p rov i d ers  w h o  meet  

cer t a in  o u t comes,  t h at  are  d o in g  rea l l y  w e l l  w i t h  p at ien t s  or  ach iev in g  

cer t a in  e f f i c ien c ie s  in  t h e  market .  So  i t ' s  a  s imi lar  s t rat eg y  h ere .  I t  w ou ld  

b e  t ry in g  t o  a l ign  s ome of  t h ose  M ed ica id  rea l l y  g reat  s t ra t eg ies  f o r  va lu e  

an d  p aymen t ,  u h ,  in  - -  in t o ,  s lo w ly  in t o  ou r  in d iv id u a l  market ,  w h ich  

h op ef u l ly ,  t h e  goa l  i s  t o  get  b et t er  o u tco mes  in t o  lo w er  c o st s ,  r igh t ?  I  

t h in k  t h e  ju ry  i s  a l w ays  o u t  o n  t h ese  th in gs .  I  d o n ' t  t h in k  an y  re f orm i s  

p er f ect ,  b u t  va lu e- b ased  p aymen t  h o n est ly  i s  p ro b ab l y  t h e  b est  w e  got .  So  

w e ' re  t ry in g  ou r  b est .  An d  t h e  las t  on e  h ere ,  I  mean  t h ere 's  a  cou p le  

ot h ers ,  b u t  t h e  ot her  o n e  I  w an t ed  t o  n o t e  h ere  i s  t h i s  cu l t u ra l  w orkf orce  

p lan s .  An d  a l so  i t ' s  t ied  t o  t h i s  req u i remen t  aro u n d  ad d ress in g  w orkf or ce  

sh ort ages  in  t h e  p rov id er  mar ket ,  w h ic h  I  kn o w  w e s t ru gg l e  w i t h  in  

M ed ica id .  I  kn ow  y ou  gu ys  s t ru gg le  in  t h e  exch an ge ,  i s  - -  i s  n et w orks  an d  

acce ss  t o  p rov id ers .  I t ' s  a  con st an t  s t ru gg le .  So  so met h in g  I 'm rea l l y  

h op ef u l  f or  i s  t h at  in  t h i s  p ro cu remen t ,  w e  can  p ro b ab ly ,  mayb e  levera ge  

o u r  car r iers  t o  s t ar t  t o  in vest  an d  h e lp  ad d ress  some o f  t h ese  p rov id er ,  u m,  

i s su es  an d  a  - -  in ad eq u acy .  So  t h at ' s  a  p iece  t h at  I  - -  i s  d ear  t o  my h eart ,  

I 'm s t i l l  t h in k in g  t h rou gh  an d  - -  an d  loo k in g  f o r  so me f ee d b ack  on  t h at .  

An d  t h en  con t ract  req u i remen t s  - -  t h ese  are  t h in gs  t h at  we  are  t h in k in g  

ab ou t ,  ob v iou s ly ,  t h at  w e  co u ld  ad d  t h in gs .  An d  w e 've  b ee n  t a lk in g  t o  

Ryan ,  i f  t h ere  are  t h in gs  t h at  t h ey  w ant  t o  see ,  u m,  in  t h ese  co n t ract s  t h at  

t h ese  p lan s  s t ar t  t o  p ro mo t e .  Becau se  o f t en  w h at  h ap p en s i f  a  p lan  comes  

in  an d  d oes  somet h in g  u n iq u e  an d  d i f feren t  an d  i t  get s  co n su mers  
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in t erest ed ,  t h en  you  see  o t h er  p lan s  par t i c ip at in g ,  r i gh t ?  I t ' s  k in d  o f ,  you  

kn ow ,  p romo t in g  so met h in g  an d  h op in g t h e  rest  o f  t h e market  t akes  i t  u p .  

So  on e  o f  t h e  th in gs ,  t h o u gh ,  t h at  w e ' re  d o in g ,  u m,  t o  t ry  t o  h e lp  w i t h  t h e  

red u ct ion  t arget ,  b ecau se  w e  kn o w  w h ere  t h e  co st s  are ,  a re  most ly  in  

p rov id er  re imb u rse men t ,  r igh t ?  Um,  h o w  d o  w e  sh i f t  t h at  b u rd en ,  you  

kn ow ,  t h e  16%  over  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  years ,  h o w  d o  w e  sh i f t  th at  b u rd en  t o  n ot  

so le ly  b e  100%  on  t h e  p ro v id ers?  T h e  o n ly  w ay  w e  can  t h in k  ab ou t  d o in g  

t h i s ,  ou r  act u ar ies  h ave  b een  w o rk in g  w i t h  u s ,  i s  t o  lo o k  a t  d o in g  an  

ad min is t rat ive  sp en d  cap .  So ,  you  kn o w ,  p ar t  o f  t h e  p remium t h at ,  you  

kn ow ,  t h e  h ea l t h  p lan s ,  p ar t  o f  t h e i r  premiu m cost ,  i s  an  ad min is t rat ives  

cost ,  r igh t ?  Th e i r  p rof i t s ,  t h e i r  sa lar ie s ,  t h e i r  - -  t h e i r  - -  a l l  t h e  HR s t u f f ,  a l l  

t h e  ot h er  th in gs  t h at  t h ey  lu mp  as  ad min is t rat ive .  Ou r  g o a l  w o u ld  e i t h er  b e 

t o  cap  t h at ,  low er  i t  a  l i t t le  b i t ,  so  t h at  t h e  b u rd en ,  so me o f  t h e  red u ct ion  

can  come f rom t h ere .  N o w  t h e  q u est ion  i s  h o w  mu ch  i s  reaso n ab le?  An d  

t h en  t h e  ot h er  op t ion  i s  t o  - -  t o  in crease  b are  M LRs  - -  r ig h t ?  - -  u m,  in  t h e  

market p la ce  an d  ac t u a l ly  set  a  s t an d ar d  t h at  t h ey  h ave  t o  meet  t h at ' s  

h igh er .  So  t h ose  ar e  t w o  t h in gs  w e ' re  t h in k in g  ab o u t ,  o b v iou s ly ,  t r y in g  t o  

b e  sen s i t i ve  t o  w h ere 's  - -  w h ere  i s  t h ere  room an d  w h at  i s  reason ab le ,  u m,  

t o  make  su re  p rov i d ers  aren ' t  t ak in g  1 00%  o f  t h e  cu t ,  o r  th e  red u ct ion ,  I  

sh ou ld  say .  Um,  w e ' re  a l so  loo k in g  at  q u a l i t y  met r i cs .  Um ,  ou r  M ed ica id  

man aged  care  con t r act s ,  I  w o u ld  sa y ,  h ave  a  lo t  o f  q u a l i t y  met r i cs  t h at  w e  

t rack  an d  I  t h in k  w e ' re  rea l l y  h o p in g  w e  can  mayb e  p u sh  so me of  t h ese  

t h in gs .  You  migh t  h ave  h eard  some of  t h em,  t h e i r  HED IS  m easu res ,  l i ke  

t h ey  t rack  p ren at a l  acce ss ,  p ost p art u m  care ,  you  kn ow ,  d i f f eren t  p r ior i t ies .  

Um,  p reven t at ive  s creen in g .  So ,  yo u  k n o w ,  t h in k in g  ab ou t ,  d o  w e  w an t  t o  
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set  a  cou p le  q u a l i t y  met r i cs  t h at  w e  t h in k  are  imp o rt an t  t o  t h i s  - -  t h i s  

market  an d  t h i s  p op u lat io n ?  An d  t h at 's  so met h in g  R yan  a n d  o u r  t eam,  I  

t h in k  even t u a l ly  w i l l  get  t o  t a lk  ab o u t .  Um,  b u t  f ee l s  l i ke  a  lo n g  w ays  aw ay .  

Um,  an d  t h en  t h e  ot h er  t h in g  h ere  t h at  aga in ,  l i ke  I  men t i on ed ,  w e ' re  s t i l l  

t ry in g  t o  f igu re  ou t ,  w h at  i s  a  go o d  reaso n ab le  p en a l t y  in  t h e  con t ract  f or  

n ot  meet in g  t h e i r  s t at u t o ry  man d at es ,  b u t  a l so  b e in g  min d f u l  t h at  w e  w an t  

market  s t ab i l i t y  an d  w e  d o n ' t  w an t  p ro v id ers  t o  t ake  an y  h i t s ,  you  kn ow ,  

ad d i t io n  - -  in  ad d i t ion  t o  t h e  redu ct io n .  So  I ' l l  s t o p  t h ere .  An y  q u est ion s  on  

t h i s  s l id e?  I  kn ow  i t ' s  k in d  o f  a  lo t ,  u m,  t o  co n su me i t  o n ce .  

M ELEN D REZ:  Y eah .  T h an k yo u .  U h ,  Jo se  M elen d rez  here .  

Ju st  f or ,  u h ,  t h an k  you  f o r  yo u r  rep ort .  Uh ,  w h at  - -  w h at  are  t h ey  - - I  - -  I  

gu ess  ju st  more  c la r i f i cat ion  on  t h e  cu l t u ra l  w orkf o rce  p la n s?  

WEEKS:  Yeah .  So  in  M ed ica i d ,  u m,  an d  a l so  in  o u r  d en t a l  

b en ef i t ,  w e  h ave  somet h in g  w h ere  w e  ask  a l l  t h e  p ro  - -  u h,  p lan s  t o  rea l l y  

w ork  on  in creas in g ,  u m,  t h e  makeu p ,  f or  examp le ,  o f  t h e i r  w orkf orce  t o  

mat ch  more  o f  t h e  p op u lat ion .  So  rea l l y  w ork in g  on  d i sp ar i t ies  an d  t ry in g  

t o  make  su re  some of  t h e  w o rkf orce  i s  d iverse .  So  t h at ' s  a n  examp le  o f  

w h at  w e  th in k  o f  as  w  - -  cu l t u ra l  w  - -  wo rkf o rce  p lan s .  Ot h er  t h in gs  w ou ld  

b e  ed u cat io n  an d  t ra in in g  f o r  p ro v id ers  t h at  p lan s  w o u ld  have  t o  p rov id e .  

Th ey  d o  t h at  in  M ed ica id .  Wh y co u ld n ' t  t h ey  d o  t h at  in ,  um,  t h e  in d iv id u a l  

market  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  an d  rea l l y  t ry in g  t o  make  su re  t h at  t h e  p rov id ers  are  

serv in g  t h e  p op u lat ion  an d  meet in g  t he  n eed s  o f  t h e  d iverse ,  u m,  memb ers  

t h at  t h ey  - -  in  t h e i r  - -  t h at  are  en ro l led  in  t h e i r  p lan ?  D o es  t h at  an sw er  

you r  q u est ion ?  

M ELEN D REZ:  Y eah .  An d  so  t h en  th e  p ro v id ers  act u a l ly  h ave  
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t o  su b mit  an  act u a l  p lan ?  T h at  - -  

WEEKS:  T h e  p lan  - -  t h e h ea l t h  car r iers  d o  an d  h ow  t h ey ' re  

go in g  - -  

M ELEN D REZ:  R igh t .  

WEEKS:  - -  t o  w o rk  w i t h  t h e ir  p ro v id er  n et w o rks ,  an d  w e  get  

t o  ap p rove  t h at .  And  I  w o u ld  h o p e  Ryan  an d  h i s  t eam w o uld  b e  p  - -  b e  op en  

t o  rev iew in g  t h ose  w i t h  me.  Um,  b ecau se ,  yo u  kn o w ,  w e  c an ' t  d o  i t  a lon e .  

I t ' s  rea l l y  you r  - -  y ou r  p o p u lat io n .  Bu t  I - -  t h e  go a l  w o u ld  b e  t o  h e lp  t ake  

some of  t h e  - -  I 'm n ot  go in g  t o  say  med  - -  man aged  care ,  M ed ica id  i s  

a lw ays  amaz in g ,  b u t  t h ere  are  some rea l l y  good  t oo ls  t h at  w e 've  b een  ab le  

t o  creat e  t h at  I  t h in k  w o u ld  b e  va lu ab le  t o  t h i s  market ,  t h at  w e  can  u se .  

An d  t h at ' s  o n e  o f  th em.  

M ELEN D REZ:  Oka y.  N o ,  I  - -  I  - -  I  ap p rec iat e  t h at  p ar t  

b ecau se  I 'm on  a  b u n ch  o f  d i f f eren t  bo ard s  r igh t  n o w  t h at  I  sh  - -  p rob ab ly  

sh ou ld  h ave  sa id  n o  t o ,  b u t ,  u h ,  bu t ,  u h,  b u t  you  kn o w ,  t h e - -  t h e  wh ole  

i ssu e  o f ,  u h ,  o f  w orkf orce  d ive rs i t y ,  u h ,  cu l t u ra l  comp et en cy  t ra in in g  or  

w h at  d oes  t h at  n eed  t o  lo o k  l i ke ?  I  me an  a l l  t h o se  are  t o p  o f  min d  r igh t  

n ow ,  w i t h  th e  - -  a  lo t  o f  d i f f erent  areas  acro s s  t h e  s t at e  o f  N evad a.  So  I 'm -

-  I 'm g lad  t h at ' s  in c lu d ed  in  t h ere .  

WEEKS:  Wel l  i f  you  w an t  t o  b e  p ar t  o f  t h e rev iew  commit t ee  

o f  t h ose  p lan s ,  I  w ou ld  rea l l y  w e lcome t h at .  So ,  yo u  kn o w ,  i f  you ' re  

in t erest ed  in  t h at ,  b ecau se  w e  w o u ld  n eed  p eo p le  t h at  rea l l y  w an t  t o  h e lp  

d r ive  t h in gs .  Ob v io u s ly  w e  h ave  some o f  t h e  id eas ,  b u t  we  d o n ' t  - -  I 'm n ot  

an  exp ert  in  t h i s  a rea  an d  ju st  d ef in i t e ly  w an t  t o  make  su r e  t h at  p eop le  

rev iew in g  an d  imp r ov in g ,  u m,  h ave  b e en  ab le  - -  t h at  h ave  t h at  exp ert i se  
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t h at  can  w e igh  in .  

M ELEN D REZ:  I  kn o w  I  sh o u ld  sa y  n o ,  b u t  I ' l l  say  yes .  

WEEKS:  Oka y.  We l l  I ' l l  t ry  n o t  t o  h o ld  yo u  t o o  h ard  t o  t h at ,  

b u t  I  w i l l  ch eck  in  w i t h  yo u  w h en  w e get  t h ere .  Um,  i t ' l l  b e  a  cou p le  years .  

So  you 've  got  a  l i t t l e  b reat h in g  t ime.  

M ELEN D REZ:  Rea l l y ,  a  co u p le  ye ars  b ef o re  t h ese  t h in gs  get  

imp lemen t ed ?  

WEEKS:  Y eah ,  so  t h ey  - -  t h ey  go  on l in e  Jan u ary  1 ,  2026 .  

N ow  t h e  p rocu remen t  w i l l  s t ar t  Jan u ary  1 ,  t h e  en d  o f  Jan uary  1 ,  p rob ab ly  

t h e  en d  o f  2024 ,  b ecau se  w e ' re  d o in g  M ed ica id  an d  t h i s  p rod u ct  a t  t h e  

same t ime,  w h ich  i s  t w o  p rocu remen t s ,  w h ich  i s  a  lo t  f o r  ou r  t eam.  

M ELEN D REZ:  R igh t .  

WEEKS:  Bu t  I  w o u ld  h op e,  i f  yo u  gu ys  are  o p en  t o  h av in g  at  

least  on e  or  t w o  b oard  memb ers  o n  t h e  rev iew  w i t h  Ryan ,  as  w e l l  as  sor t  o f  

- -  b ecau se  w e  n eed t o  creat e  a  - -  a  sc  - -  a  rev iew  commit t ee  o f  t h e  - -  of  t h e  

b id s .  An d  I  w ou ld  love  t o  h ave  f o lks  f r o m,  ob v iou s ly ,  t h e  exch an ge ,  D OI ,  

b oard  memb er  h ere  w o u ld  b e  great ,  o r  t w o ,  u m,  ju st  t o  make  su re  w e 've  

got  t h e  r igh t  p eop le  rev iew in g  t h ese  b id s  an d  t h ese  p lan s  are  - -  t h ese  are  

t h e  on es  t h at  w e  wan t ,  r igh t ?  Ob v iou s l y ,  u m,  w e ' l l  b e  d o in g ,  w e ' l l  b e  d o in g  

t h e  M ed ica id  s id e ,  so  yo u  d o n ' t  h ave  t o  w o rry  ab o u t  t h at .  Bu t  i t 'd  b e  more  

on  t h e  p ub l i c  op t ion  s id e .  

M ELEN D REZ:  Oka y.  Cou n t  me in  f or  2026 .  

WEEKS:  A l l  r i gh t .  A l l  r i gh t ,  t h an k  you .  U m,  so  t h i s  s l id e  i s  a  

lo t  s imp ler  an d  t h i s  i s  so met h in g ,  u m,  w e  p u t  t o geth er  ju st  t o  k in d  o f  even  

keep  ou rse lve s  c lea r  o n  w h at  lan es  w e 're  in .  An d  I  a l so  w a n t ed  ju st  t o  
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n ot e ,  you  kn ow ,  w h ere  so me o f  t h ese  resp o n s ib i l i t ies  f a l l .  Becau se  I  w i l l  

say ,  in  o t h er  s t at es ,  w i t h  t h e  pu b l i c  o p t io n ,  t h ere 's  - -  i t ' s  n o t  l i ke  t h i s .  So  a  

lo t  o f  t h e  - -  a  lo t  o f  t h e  w ork  f a l l s  o n  e i t h er  t h e  exch an ge ,  l i ke  in  

Wash in gt on  or  D OI ,  l i ke  in  Co lo rad o.  U m,  h ere  w e ' re  t ak in g  on  a  lo t  o f  t h e  

overs igh t  an d  sor t  o f  an y  o f  t h e  req u i remen t s  t h at  w e  ad d r igh t  in  t h e  

con t ract .  We 're  D H CFP ,  N evad a  M ed ic a id ,  t h at ' s  t h e  - -  our  p iece .  Um ,  an d  

aga in ,  you  kn ow ,  w e  d o  t h at  t od ay  in  t h e  M ed ica id  man ag ed  care  p rogram.  

So  w e ' re  - -  I  f ee l  l i k e  w e ' re  w e l l  eq u ip ped  t o  d o  i t .  Um,  n o t  t o  say  i t ' s  got  

go in g  t o  b e  more  w ork ,  b u t  I  w i l l  sa y  t h at ' s  sor t  o f  in  o u r  w h ee lh ou se  

t od ay.  So  I  d on ' t  f ee l  as  co n cern ed  ab o u t  i t  b e in g  n ew .  I t ' s  rea l l y  a  s im i lar  

p rocess  f or  u s .  I t ' s  ju s t  p ro v id in g  t h at  co n t ract  o vers igh t ,  mon i t o r in g ,  an d  

makin g  su re  t h at  i f  t h ere  i sn ' t  comp l ia n ce ,  w e  are  f o l low in g  u p  w i t h  th e  

correct i ve  act ion  p l an ,  f o r  examp le .  An d  t h en  i f  t h at  d o esn ' t  w ork ,  w e  - -  

w e  imp ose  a  p en a l t y .  So  t h at  w o u ld  b e i t .  An d  t h at  w o u ld  b e  f or  b ot h  t h e  

p re  - -  p remiu m redu ct io n  t arget  an d  an yt h in g  e l se  w e  ad d  in t o  t h ose  

con t ract s  arou n d  s t at e  law .  Th e  exch an ge  s t i l l  d o es  t h e  sa me o ld  t h in g ,  

r igh t ?  T h e  - -  t h ese  p lan s  w i l l  co me t o  t h e  exch an ge  t o  su b mit  a  

cer t i f i cat ion  t o  b e  cer t i f ied ,  ju st  l i ke  t h ey 'd  su b mit  a l l  t h e i r  o t h er  p rod u ct  -

-  p rod u ct s .  Th at ' s  g o in g  t o  b e  p ar t  o f  th e i r  con t ract .  T h ey  d o n ' t  meet  t h at ,  

t h en  t h at ' s  a  p en a l ty .  Y o u  kn o w ,  t h ey  - -  t h at  - -  t h ey  are  go in g  t o  s ign  t o  

say  t h ey  w i l l  su b mi t  t h i s  an d  meet  t h e f i l in g  d ead l in es  an d  h ave  t o  meet  a l l  

ACA s t an d ard s .  R ig h t ?  T h e  o t h er  t h in g I  w an t ed  t o  make  su re  w as  c lear ,  

b ecau se  I  t h in k  t h e re 's  b een  so me co n f u s ion ,  i s  t h at  b ased  o n  t h e  s t at ut e ,  

t h e  w ay  i t ' s  w r i t t en ,  i t  t a lks  ab o u t  meet in g ,  yo u  kn o w ,  b e i n g  e l ig ib le  t o  b e  

in  t h e  exch an ge  as  - -  as  a  QHP ,  w h ich  mean s  t h at  i t  h as  to  a l so  p ay  t h e  
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asses smen t  f ee ,  b ecau se  i t  o p erat es  ju st  l i ke  an y  o t h er  p r od u ct  in  t h e  

exch an ge .  So  t h at ' s  so met h in g  e l se  t o  t h in k  t h ro u gh  f o r  th e  b u d get .  L ike  

an y  p rod u ct  - -  an y  en ro l lmen t  in  t h i s  p rod u ct  w i l l  imp rove  - -  I  w ou ld  h op e,  

r igh t ?  - -  reven u e.  U m,  t h e  o t h er  p iece  h ere  f o r  D OI ,  w h ich  i s  l i ke  i t  i s  t od ay  

an d  t h e  p lan s ,  aga in ,  w i l l  h ave  t o  agre e  in  t h e i r  con t ract s  t h at  t h ey  w i l l  

meet  t h ese  req u i remen t s ,  i s  t h ey  h ave  t o  su b mit  t h e i r  ra tes .  Even  t h ou gh  

w e  w i l l  p rocu re  an d  say  h ere 's  t h e  t arg et ,  t h ey  s t i l l  h ave  t o  go  argu e  t h at  

t h ey  can  meet  t h at  ra t e  an d  b e  so lven t .  An d  i f  t h ey  can ' t ,  t h en  t h ey  are  - -  

t h en  t h ey 've  v io la t ed  t h e i r  co n t ract  an d  p ro b ab ly  w i l l  b e  le t  go  as  a  p u b l i c  

op t ion  p rod u ct ,  r igh t ?  Um,  an d  t h ere ' l l  p ro b ab ly  b e  a  p en a l t y  f or  t h at ,  as  

w e l l .  An d  n et w ork  f i l in g ,  t oo  - -  so  ad eq u acy ,  n et w o rk  ad eq u acy  an d  

in d iv id u a l  mar ket  i s  o verseen  b y  D OI .  T h ose  - -  t h o se  f i l in gs  an d  t h at  

p rocess  i s  t h e  same .  So  ju st  k in d  o f  c la r i f y in g ,  t h at ' s  - -  t h ese  are  ou r  ro les  -

-  r i gh t ?  - -  w e  a l l  w o rk  rea l l y  c lose l y  t o g et h er ,  u m,  I  t h in k  o n  t h i s  p ro ject ,  

b u t  t h i s  w ou ld  b e  more  o f  t h e  ro les  th at  w e 'd  b e  p lay in g .  Um,  so  t h e  

w a iver  - -  so  t h i s  i s  t h e  - -  I  t h in k  t h e  more  exc i t  - -  I 'm k in d  o f  - -  i s ,  I  gu ess  

f or  r igh t  n ow ,  b ecau se  w e  are  w o rk in g  o n  t h i s  r igh t  n o w .  I 'm k in d  o f  

exc i t ed  ab ou t  i t .  So  w e ' re  a lmo st  d o n e,  a t  least  get t in g  i t  p o st ed .  Ryan ,  

you  sh ou ld  b e  get t in g  i t  M o n d ay,  u m,  t h e  1332  w a iver  an d  act u ar ia l  s t u d y .  

So  r igh t  n ow  w e are  ju st  f in i sh in g  t h at  an d  w e ' re  get t in g  read y  t o  p ost  

o n l in e ,  u m,  t o  s t ar t  a  4 5- d ay  p u b l i c  co mmen t  p er io d .  An d  essen t ia l l y  w h at  

w e ' re  say in g  i s  t h at  an y  mo n ey,  u m,  t h at  w e  save ,  t h e  f edera l  govern men t  -

-  r igh t ?  - -  in  N evad a ,  w i t h  lo w er in g  t he  p remiu ms - -  r igh t ?  - -  w i t h  t h i s  

p remiu m t arget ,  t h rou gh  t h e  p u b l i c  o pt io n s ,  t h at  w e  get  - -  w e  get  t o  

cap t u re  t h at  sav in g s  an d  t h at ' s  ca l led  p ass - t h ro u gh  f u n d in g .  An d  so  t h at  
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sav in g s  come s  t o  t h e  s t at e .  An d  so  t h at ' s  p ar t  o f  w h at  o u r  act u ar ies  h ave  

b een  t ry in g  t o  w ork  on ,  b ecau se  t o  su b mit  t h e  w a iver ,  w e  h ave  t o  d o  a  t en -

year  an a ly s i s  an d  lo ok  at  t en ,  oh ,  f o r  th e  t en  years ,  f rom 2026  on ,  f or  t en  

years .  How  mu ch  m on ey  d o es  t h at  mean  f o r  t h e  f ed era l  go vern men t  t h at  

t h ey  may ow e u s?  A n d  h o w  - -  an d  are  w e  meet in g  a l l  t h e  var iou s  

req u i remen t s?  Th ere 's  - -  t h ere ' s  cer t a i n  o n es ,  l i ke  i t  h as  t o  b e  as  

a f f ord ab le  t od ay,  h as  t o  cover ,  you  kn ow ,  same n u mb er  o f  p eop le  are  

b et t er ,  o r  more  n eed  t o  b e  co vered  w i th  t h e  n ew re f o rm.  Um,  you  kn ow ,  

t h ere ' re  a  var ie t y  o f  d i f f eren t  requ i remen t s  t h at  w e  h ave t o  meet .  An d  so  

t h at ' s  w h at  w e 've  been  w ork in g  on .  U m,  w e  h i red  M i l l iman .  T h ey  act u a l l y  

w orked  on  Co lorad o 's .  T h ey  d id n ' t  an n o u n ce  w i t h  Co lorad o.  T h ey ' re  n ot  

cu rren t ly  t h e i r  act u ary  f o r  t h e  p rogram,  b u t  t h ey  d id  lo o k  at  t h at ,  an d  I  w i l l  

say ,  u m,  t h ey  h ave  a  lo t  o f  go o d  exp ert i se  an d  exp er ien ce  t h at ’ s  b een  

rea l l y  h e lp f u l  t o  u s .  Um,  so  w e ' re  h o p ef u l  t o  b e  p o st in g  t hat  b ef ore  or  b y  

D ecemb er  30 t h ,  i s  t h e  go a l .  Um,  t h i s  i s  ju s t  a  k in d  o f  a  v i s u a l  t o  sh ow  you .  

So  aga in ,  so  i t ' s  in  - -  o n  t h e  p ass  t h ro ugh  f u n d s  an d  w h at  - -  w h at  w e ' re  

t h in k in g  ab ou t  b ased  o n  w h at  t h e  s t at e  law  a l lo w s  u s ,  r igh t ?  A l so ,  t h e  

f ed era l  govern men t  h as  rest r i c t ion s  o n  w h at  t h ey  w i l l  a l lo w  u s  t o  u se  t h ese  

f u n d s  f or .  Typ ica l l y ,  exch an ge s  w h ere  t h ese ,  yo u  kn o w ,  ot h er  w a ivers  l i ke  

in  ot h er  s t at es ,  l i ke  f or  re in su ran ce  f or  examp le ,  an y  o f  t h e  p ass - t h rou gh  

f u n d s  t h at  h ave  b een  rece ived  h ave  b een ,  yo u  kn o w ,  reu sed  an d  reu sed  in  

t h e i r  exch an ge ,  r i g h t ?  An d  so  t h at ' s  s imi lar  t o  w h at  w e ' re  p ro p os in g  h ere .  

Um,  an d  same w i t h  Co lorad o.  T h ey  h a v e  a  - -  a  s imi lar  ap p r oach ,  b u t  t h ey  

a l so  are  u s in g  t h e i r  f u n d s  in  d i f f erent  w ays .  Bu t  w e ' re  p rop o s in g ,  b ased  on  

w h at  t h e  s t at ut e  w i l l  a l lo w  u s  i s ,  a f t er  w e  p ay  f o r  s t at e  o perat ion s ,  w h ich  
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in c lu d es  ou r  - -  some o f  o u r  s t a f f in g  t hat  w e  n eed  f or  con tract  overs igh t ,  in  

ad d i t ion  t o  an y  s t a f f in g  Ryan  an d  h i s  t eam n eed ,  w e ' re  go in g  t o  in c lu d e  in  

t h e  b u d get .  Th at  w i l l  b e  au t o mat ic ,  a lw ays  t a ken  o u t  o f  t he  t o p ,  r igh t ?  An d  

so  w h at ' s  ever  le f t  over  w i l l  b e  u sed  t o  - -  su p p o sed  t o  b e  u sed  t o  imp rove  

a f f ord ab i l i t y .  Wh en  w e w ere  t h in k in g  ab o u t  a f f o rd ab i l i t y ,  w e  w ere  t h in k in g  

ab ou t  t h e  ARPA su bs id ies ,  w h ich  I  got  - -  I  kn ow  yo u  gu ys  a re  very  f ami l ia r  

w i t h  in  t h e  exch an ge .  I f  t h o se  go  aw ay,  w h ich  t h ey ' re  set  t o  exp i re ,  w e  

cou ld  u se  so me of  t h i s  mo n ey  t o  rep lac e  t h o se  - -  t h o se  sub s id ies  t o  su st a in  

en ro l lmen t  in  t h e  exch an ge ,  r igh t ?  T h a t ' s  a  b ig  co n cern ,  r i gh t ?  In  2025 ,  i f  

t h ey  exp i re  a t  t h e  en d ,  yo u  kn o w ,  a t  t he  en d  o f  t h at  year ,  w h at  h ap p en s?  

How  d o  w e  su st a in  p eo p le  en ro l led  i f  th e  p remiu ms go  w ay  u p ?  So  on e  o f  

t h e  goa ls  w ou ld  b e  t o  u se  so me o f  t h i s  f u n d in g  t o  t ry  t o  - -  t o  b r id ge  t h at  

an d  t o  main t a in  en ro l lmen t  i f  n o t  imp ro ve ,  r igh t ?  An d  t h en  t h e  ot h er  p iece  

t h at  w e ' re  h op ef u l  f or  i s  t o  u se  t h e  f un d s  t o  su p p o rt  n av igat o rs ,  r igh t ?  So  

h e lp in g  t o  n ot  on ly  mayb e  rep lace  cu rr en t  f u n d in g  th at ' s  b e in g  u sed  f or  

t h at ,  b u t  a l so  make  i t  mo re  ro b u st  t h an  i t  i s  t o d ay ,  an d  t o  sor t  o f  su p p ort  

t h at  p iece .  So  t h ose  are  t h e  t w o  p ieces  t h at  w e ' re  p ro p o s in g .  N ow ,  CM S,  or  

SACI O (p h on et ic ) ,  s or ry ,  n ot  CM S.  I f  SA CIO ap p ro ves  t h e  w a iver ,  you  kn ow ,  

i t ' s  a l l  p ro je ct ion s .  I  ju s t  w an t  t o  say  t h at .  T h in gs  can  ch a n ge ,  an d  i f  t h in gs  

ch an ge ,  w e  act u a l l y  d o  su b mit  rea l  d ata  f or  t h at  year  an d  w e  act u a l ly  sp l i t ,  

you  kn ow ,  so  t h at  t h e  act u a l  mo n ey  t h at  w e  rece ive  an d  - -  an d  - -  an d  

everyt h in g  t h at  w e  u se  i t  on  w i l l  a l so  b e  reap p roved ,  r igh t ?  We h ave  t o  go  

t h rou gh  a  p rocess  t o  rea l l y  ma ke  su re  w h at  w e  are  p a id  i s  act u a l ly  w h at  

h ap p en ed .  So  t h i s  i s  ju s t  p ro ject ion s  a n d  i t ' s  rea l l y  SA CI O s ign in g  o f f  on ,  

w e  agree  t h at  w e  wou ld  p ay  yo u  t h ese  - -  t h ese  f u n d s ,  yo u  kn o w ? We agree  
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on  you r  met h od o logy  f o r  d et ermin in g  i t ,  rea l l y .  An d  t h ey ' re  a l so  agree in g  

t o  h ow  w e' re  go in g  t o  u se  t h e  f un d s .  N o w  i f  w e  w ant  t o  chan ge  t h at  or  t h e  

s t at e  leg i s la t u re  sa ys  w e  w an t  t o  u se  th i s  mo n ey  o n ,  I  d o n ' t  kn ow ,  h osp i t a l  

ra t es ,  r igh t ?  Um,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I  d on ' t  t h in k  SAC IO w o u ld  ap p ro ve  t h at .  

Secon d  o f  a l l ,  w e  w ou ld  h ave  t o  go  t o  th e  f ed era l  go vern men t  an d  ask ,  or  

t h ey  w on ' t  cu t  t h e  ch ec k,  rea l l y ,  r i gh t ?  L i ke  t h ey  n eed  t o  kn o w  h ow  w e' re  

sp en d in g  t h e  mon ey.  So  I  ju s t  w an t  t o  t h ro w  t h at  ou t  t h ere .  R igh t  n ow ,  

w e ' re  f ocu sed  p u t t in g  t h i s  mo n ey  b ack  in t o  t h e  exch an ge  t o  rea l l y  imp ro ve  

a f f ord ab i l i t y .  Um ,  I ' m k in d  o f  go in g  t o  sk im t h rou gh  t h i s .  I  f ee l  l i ke  t h i s  i s  

more  o f  a  messag y  (p h o n et ic )  s l id e ,  b u t  I  w an t ed  t o  p u t  i t  in  h ere  b ecau se  

i t  t a lks  a  l i t t le  b i t  a b ou t  t h e  sav in gs  an d  t h en  ju st  so me o f  t h e  ear ly  

n u mb ers  t h at  w e ' re  see in g .  Ag a in ,  you  kn ow ,  act u ar ies ,  i t ' s  l i ke ,  u h ,  t h ey  

move  t h e i r  n u mb ers ,  l i ke ,  a lmost  e ver y  w eek on  me.  So  t h e  - -  t h e  n u mb ers  

h ave  ch an ged  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  th ese  are  t h e  gen era l  n u mb ers  t o  t h in k  ab ou t  

w h en  - -  wh en  - -  and  w h at  w e  p resen t ed ,  u m,  in  o u r  w eb inar  n o t  t oo  lon g  

ago ,  u m,  w i t h  t h e ,  u m,  w i t h  t h e  go vern o r  an d  Sen at o r  Can n iz z aro .  So  t h e  

s ign i f i c an t  h ea l t h care  sav in g s  - -  r i gh t  n o w  i t ' s  an t i c ip at ed  t o  gen erat e  

ab ou t  $341  t o  $464 mi l l ion  in  h ea l t h ca re  sav in g s  t o  t h e  f ed era l  

govern men t .  Um,  a n d  t h at ' s  o ver  t h e  f i r s t  f i ve  year s .  N o w  w h et h er  or  n ot  

w e  get  a l l  o f  t h at  mon ey,  t h ere 's  some mat h  an d  so me in t erest in g ,  l i ke ,  

p en a l t ies  i f  w e  get  n ew  en ro l lmen t  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  t h ey  act u a l l y  red u ce  t h e  

amou n t  o f  mo n ey  we  get ,  u m,  b ack .  Bu t  f o r  t h e  mo st  p ar t  w e  w i l l  - -  w e  are  

h op ef u l  t o  get  most  o f  t h i s  mo n ey  b ack  t o  t h e  s t at e .  Um,  an d  i t  - -  w e t h in k ,  

you  kn ow ,  b ased  on  t h o se  ear ly  est ima t es ,  i t ' s  ab o u t  n ear ly  $1  b i l l io n  

d o l la rs  b y  ye ar  t en .  So ,  i t ’ s  a  lo t  o f  mo n ey  an d  i t ' s  rea l l y  g reat ,  b ecau se  
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N evad a  d oesn ' t  h ave  mu ch  s t at e  reven u e  - -  r igh t ?  - -  t o  spen d  on  

h ea l t h care .  Um ,  t h e  ot h er  imp act  t h at  w e 've  b een  lo o k in g  at ,  t h at  w as  

b rou gh t  u p  du r in g  t h e  leg i s la t io n  an d  p eo p le  w ere  w o rr ied  ab o u t  t h e  

imp act  o n  p rov id er s .  So  w e  as ked  ou r  act u ar ies  t o  d o  a  p rov id er  an a ly s i s .  

An d  t h en ,  w h en  t h ey  lo oked  at  t h i s  ma rket ,  u m,  b ecau se  i t ' s  sp ec i f i c  t o  

in d iv id u a l  mar ket ,  i t ' s  a  very  smal l  p o r t ion  o f  ou r  reven u e mix ,  o r  sorr y ,  

smal l  p or t ion  o f  a  p rov id er ' s  re ven u e  mix .  So  f or  e xamp le ,  M ed icare ,  

emp loyer - sp on so re d  coverage ,  M ed i ca id  are  a  lo t  la rger  a n d  make  u p  a  lo t  

more  o f  t h e  f u nd ing .  An d  t h i s  i s  a  mu c h  smal ler  p iece .  So  b ased  o n  t h e i r  

an a lys i s  - -  an d  t h ey  a l so  d id n ' t  see  a l l  p ro v id ers  go in g  d o w n  t o  M ed icare .  

Th ey  t h ou gh t  t h ey  sa id  t h ere  w as  en ough  ro o m in  - -  in  t h e rat e  in  t h e  

mon ey  t od ay,  t h e  re imb u rsemen t ,  t o  avo id  p eop le  b e in g  at  t h e  f loor  or  

b e low ,  w h ich  i s  good  n ew s.  Becau se  i f  i t  w as  b e lo w  w e co uld n ' t  meet  ou r  

req u i remen t s .  Um,  an d  so  t h ere 's  a  - -  th ere ' s  an  ap p en d ix ,  so  I  w ou ld  ju st  

recommen d  i f  you ' r e  in t erest ed  in  t h i s  t o  read  t h at .  I t ' s  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  

rep ort .  Um,  b u t  rea l l y  t h e i r  - -  t h e i r  a rgu men t  w as  t h at ,  b ecau se  o f  t h e  

smal l  s i z e  o f  t h i s  m arket  an d  t h at  i t ' s  n o t  a  h u ge  p iece  o f  t h e  mon ey,  

esp ec ia l l y  w i t h  t h e  amo u n t  o f  p eop le  w e  exp ect  t o  en ro l l ,  t h at  t h e  - -  an y  

red u ct ion s  in  reven u e  sh o u ld  b e  o f f set  b y  h igh er  vo lu me o f  serv ice  an d  

a l so  ju st  a  red u ct io n  o n  co mp en sat ed  care .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  We lo st  t h at .  T h ere  w as  a  b lan k  o u t  on  t h at  

las t  sen t en ce .  Cou l d  yo u  rep eat  i t ?  

WEEKS:  Y eah ,  yeah .  I  d o n ' t  kn o w  w h at  I  sa id  b u t  I ' l l  - -  I ' l l  re  

- -  I ' l l  t h in k  ab ou t  i t .  Um,  o h ,  u m,  so  t h ey  w ere  say in g  t h at  an y  reven u e  

red u ct ion s  t o  p rov id ers  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  a re  - -  b ecau se  i t ' s  su c h  a  smal l  p iece  o f  
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t h e  market  an d  b ecau se  w e  d o n ' t  exp ect  a  h u ge  en ro l lmen t  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  o r  in  

t h e  p u b l i c  op t ion ,  esp ec ia l l y  in  t h e  f i r s t  f ew  years ,  t h at  any  red u ct io n s  w i l l  

b e  o f f set  b y  h igh er  vo lu me o f  serv i ce  u t i l i z a t io n  b y  p eo p le ,  r igh t ?  An d  

more  p eop le  can  co me t o  t h e  d o ct o r  becau se  t h ey  h ave  c are .  T h ey ' re  n ot  

ju st  go in g  t o  t h e  ER,  an d  a l so  red u ct io n s  in  u n co mp en sat ed  care  cost s  - - -  

t h at  w i l l  h e lp  o f f set .  T h ere  w i l l  b e  so me red u ct io n ,  b u t  overa l l ,  i t ' s  

marg in a l ,  i s  w h at  t h ey  sa id .  N o w  i f  w e  w ere ,  l i ke ,  ch an g in g  p remiu ms in  

emp loyer - sp on sor  i n su ran ce ,  w h ich  w e  co u ld n ' t  d o ,  b u t  i f  w e  w ere ,  t h at  

w ou ld  b e  a  w h ole  an ot h er  s t ory ,  r igh t ?  L ike ,  w h en  w e  d o  a  M ed ica id  cu t  - -  

r i gh t ?  - -  i t ' s  a  b ig  p iece  o f  t h e  p ie .  T h at  i s  f e l t  l a rge  an d  c l ear ,  r igh t ?  We - -  

an d  t h at ' s  w h y  w e  h ear  a  lo t  o f  c ry in g  aro u n d  t h at ,  w h ich  i s  f a i r ,  b ecau se  

i t ' s  a  b ig  p iece  o f  t h e  reven u e  mix ,  es p ec ia l l y  f or  ou r  h osp i t a l s .  Th i s  p ie ce ,  

t h e  in d iv id u a l  mark et ,  i s  very  smal l  in  N evad a.  So  t h ere 's  a  lo t  o f  d at a  in  

t h e  - -  in  th e  act u a l  an a lys i s  t h at  I  d o n ' t  h ave  in  t h i s  s l id e .  An y  q u est ion s  on  

t h at ?  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Yeah .  We keep  h ear in g  yo u  say  t h at  i t ' s  a  

smal l  p iece  an d  p rov id ers ,  so  you ' re  t a lk in g  p h y s ic ian s ,  p h ys i c ian  as s i  - -  

u m,  n u rse  p ract i t ion ers ,  e t  cet era .  

WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y o u ' re  n o t  re f er r in g  t o  t h e  co mp an ies  

t h emse lves ?  

WEEKS:  N o ,  I 'm t a lk in g  ab o u t  t h e  nu mb er  o f  peop le  en ro l led  

in  in d iv id u a l  marke t s .  So  w h en  you  t h in k  o f  h o w  man y p at ien t s  t h at  

p rov id ers ,  a l l  t yp es  o f  p ro v id ers  see  - -  o f  a l l  t h e i r  p at ien t s  an d  t h e i r  an n u a l  

reven u e,  t h ose  in d iv id u a l  mar ket  p at ien t s  t h at  are  en ro l led  in  in d iv id u a l  



 

31 
S I L V E R  S T A T E  H E A L T H  I N S U R A N C E  E X C H A N G E  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  

W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2  
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
 

covera ge ,  l i ke  t h e  p u b l i c  o p t io n ,  i s  a  s mal l  p or t ion  o f  a l l  o f  t h e i r  mix .  So  

an y  ch an ges  in  t h i s  smal l  p iece  o f  t h e  p ie  i s  n o t  go in g  t o  b e  a  h u ge  o f f set .  

I t ' s  n ot  go in g  t o  b e  a  h u ge  imp act  t o  t ho se  p ro v id ers .  D o es  t h at  make  

sen se ,  b et t er?  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Wel l ,  i t  ma kes  sen s e .  So  I  ju s t  w o n d ered ,  

b ecau se  you  keep  s ay in g  so  a ssu red ly  yo u  b e l ieve  i t ' s  go i n g  t o  b e  a  smal l  

p iece .  Sma l l  p iece  - -  w e  p ro b ab ly  h eard  t h at  a lmo st  h a l f  a  d oz en  t imes  in  

t h e  las t  f ew  min u t es .  So  w h at  i s  a  smal l  p iece ,  i f  you ' ve  go t  i t  so  ca lcu lat ed  

t h at  yo u  b e l ieve  i t ' s  a  smal l  p ie ce ,  you  mu st  h ave  a  n u mb er?  

WEEKS:  I  d o ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  h ave  i t  in  f ro n t  o f  me.  An d  I  - -  I 'm 

sorry ,  t h e  act u ar ie s  h ave  b een  k in d  o f  p lay in g  (p h o n et ic ) ,  makin g  su re  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y eah ,  b u t  - -  

WEEKS:  - -  everyt h in g 's  f in e  an d  s t u f f  (p h o n et ic) .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  b u t  in  ot h er  w o rd s ,  w e 've  h eard  t h at  f rom 

t h e  b eg in n in g  o f  t he  p u b l i c  o p t ion ,  t h at  i t  w o u ld  - -  

WEEKS:  I  can  f o l low  u p  t h e  n u mb ers .  

JAM ESON :  - -  (p h o n et ic )  w e l l .  Yeah ,  I  mean  you ' re  - -  so  you ' re  

t a lk in g ,  l i ke ,  1%  ver su s  5% ?  

WEEKS:  Yeah ,  I 'm t a l k in g ,  l i ke ,  in  t h at  ran ge .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Rea l l y ,  rea l l y  sma l l .  An d  t h at ' s  h ow ,  w hen  w e 

f i r s t  h eard  ab ou t  pu b l i c  o p t io n  an d  so me o f  t h e  - -  so me of  t h e  con  - -  you  

kn ow ,  q u est ion s  ab ou t  even  p ar t i c ip at in g ,  w as  t h at  i t  w ou ld  b e  su ch  smal l  

n u mb ers .  Bu t  yet ,  o n  t h e  o t h er  h an d ,  i t ' s  su rp r i s in g ,  i f  i t ' s  su ch  smal l  

n u mb ers  t h at  t h ere  w o u ld  b e  su ch  great  f ed era l  p ass - t h ro u gh  f u n d s ,  su ch  

h u ge  sav in gs .  ( In au d ib le )  - -  
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WEEKS:  Wel l ,  t h at ' s  h o w  mu ch  mo n ey  i s  in  o u r  h ea l t h care  

syst em an d  p remiu ms r igh t  n ow ,  t o  b uy  d o w n  p remiu ms.  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Yeah .  Y eah .  So  t h at  i s  q u i t e  - -  an d  th en  I  

w ou ld  on ly  - -  

WEEKS:  I t  i s  sh o c k in g .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  cau t io n  t o  say  t h at ,  u m,  yo u  kn ow ,  

esp ec ia l l y  even  p r i or  t o  COV ID ,  w i t h  t h e  lo w  n u mb er  o f  pro v id ers  in  ou r  

s t at e  sp ec ia l t ies  an d  ju st  gen era l  p rac  - -  p ract i t ion ers  an d ,  u m,  t h e  n u mb er  

o f  p at ien t s  t h ey ' re  see in g ,  I  cau t io n  in  say in g  t h at ,  u m,  yo u  kn ow ,  t h ey  

cou ld  a l so  ma ke  i t  u p  b y  vo lu me.  I  d on ' t  t h in k  t h ere 's  an y  d oct ors  h ere  t h at  

can  see  more  t h an  t h ey ' re  see in g  t o  ma ke  an yt h in g  u p  o n  vo lu me.  

WEEKS:  Yeah ,  n o ,  I  h ear  yo u  t h ere .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y eah .  I  ju s t  - -  

WEEKS:  I  d o  t h in k  t h at  u n co mp en sat ed  care .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Uh - h u h ,  yeah ,  yeah .  An d  so  i s  - -  as  ju st  a  

cau t io n .  Bu t  i t  i s  ex c i t in g  t o  see  t h at  even  a  smal l  n u mb er  o f ,  u h  - -  

WEEKS:  Y eah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  p at ien t s  t h at  - -  th at  t h i s  p lan  w ou ld  h ave  

su ch  f ed era l  p ass - t h ro u gh  f u n d s  an d  su ch  a  p o s i t i ve  imp a ct .  An d  t h e  

q u est ion  i s ,  you ’ re  b en ef i t in g  n o t  ju st  h ea l t h care  in  t h e  s t at e ,  b u t  a l so  t h e  

exch an ge ,  h ow  t h at  w o u ld  b e  ap p o rt ion ed  a l l  n o t  d e  - -  a l l  t o  b e  

d et ermin ed ,  b u t  i s  on e  o f  t h e  t h ou gh t s ,  t h en ,  t h at  th e  exch an ge  migh t  n ot  

ch arge  a  f ee  - -  

WEEKS:  N o .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  o r  p lan ?  
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WEEKS:  Uh - u h .  N o ,  l i ke  ear l ie r ,  I  w as  sa y in g  i t  w ou ld  b e  

su b ject  t o  an y  o f  t he  f ees  an d  assessm en t s .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Uh - h u h .  

WEEKS:  At  QHPs ,  so  i t  h as  t o  b e .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oka y.  

WEEKS:  I t  h as  t o  go  t h rou gh  t h e  w h o le  p ro cess  or  i t ' s  n ot ,  

u h ,  go in g  t o  b e  ab le  t o  b e  o f f ered in  th e  exch an ge ,  an d  t h en  t h ey  v io la t e  

t h e i r  con t ract .  So  t h ey  p ay  t h e  f ee ,  u m,  t h ey  go  t h ro u gh  th e  same - -  

t h ey ' re  ju st  l i ke  an y  ot h er  QHP ,  t h ey  j u st  h ave  a  con t ract  w i t h  t h e  s t at e .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oh ,  n o ,  b u t  I  mean ,  u h ,  t h e  exch an ge  i t se l f .  

WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Um,  w e,  yo u  kn o w ,  u h ,  w e  h ave ,  u h ,  3% .  

Correct ,  Ryan ?  

WEEKS:  T h at ' s  w h at  I 'm t a lk in g  ab o u t .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y eah .  Y o u  are  t a lk i n g  ab o u t  t h at .  

WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  i t  w o u ld n ' t  a l low  u s ,  w i t h  f ed era l  p ass -

t h rou gh  f u n d s ,  t o  red u ce  t h at  f ee?  

WEEKS:  Oh ,  yo u ' re  w an t in g  t o  red u ce  t h e  f ee?  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Wel l ,  I ' m ju st  say in g  you  sa id  i t  cou ld  h e lp  t h e  

exch an ge ,  u m - -  

WEEKS:  Y eah ,  w i t h  p remium su b s id y  w rap s  (p h o n et ic ) ,  t o  

h e lp  red u ce  cost s  f u r t h er ,  f o r  mo re  p eo p le .  An d  yo u  co u ld  ad d  - -  w e  w ere  

t h in k in g  s t at e  su b s i d ies ,  ad d i t ion a l  s t a t e  su b s id ies  t o  h e lp  lo w er  cost s .  

A l so ,  r igh t  n ow ,  t h e  exch an ge  i s  l i ke  m ost  exch  - -  u h ,  a l l  exch an ge s  are  
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rece iv in g  ARPA f u n d in g  t o  even  red u ce  t h o se  co st s  mo re .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  R igh t ,  r igh t ,  r i gh t .  

WEEKS:  T h ey  exp i re .  So  t h e  go a l  w o u ld  b e ,  I  t h in k ,  t o  

rep lace  t h ose  su b s i d ies  w i t h  t h i s  mo n ey.  

D R.  JAM ESON :  So  mo re  w i t h  s t at e ,  u h ,  o f f set t in g  s t ate  an d  

ARP A.  Oka y.  

WEEKS:  Y eah .  D o es  t h at  h e lp ?  I  w an t  t o  make  s u re  I  w as  

an sw er in g  t h e  q u est io n .  So rry .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y es .  N o ,  i t ' s  good .  

WEEKS:  Oka y.  Y eah .  N o ,  an d  I  t h in k  i t ' s  a l so ,  u m,  b ack  t o  

t h e  p rov id er .  I  sh ou ld  h ave  ad d ed  h ere ,  b ecau se  t h e  - -  s in ce  I ' ve  mad e  t h i s  

s l id e ,  w e  d id  ad d  t he  ad min  sp en d  cap .  An d  t h e  p o int  o f  that  w as  t o  say ,  

you  can ' t  t ake  a l l  t h e  b u rd en  o n t h e  prov id er .  So  t h e  p lan s  h ave  t o  t ake  

some losse s ,  t oo ,  o n  t h e  ad min is t rat ive  cost s ,  l i ke  p ro f i t s ,  sa lar ie s ,  an y  o f  

t h ose  t yp es  o f  t h ings .  So  t h at ' s  t h e  ot h er  w ay  t h at  t h e  act u ary  i s  loo k in g  at  

t h i s ,  i s  t h at  - -  t h at  w e  are  o f f set t in g  th e  f u l l  4% .  So  i t ' s  - -  i t ' s  a l so  t ry in g  t o  

n ot  h i t  t h e p rov id ers  as  h ard ,  i f  t h at  makes  sen se .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y es ,  i t  d oes .  

WEEKS:  ( In au d ib le ) .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  ( In au d ib le ) .  Go  ah e ad ,  p lease .  

JOHN S ON :  T h i s ,  t h i s  i s  Jo n at h a n  Jo h n so n .  Uh ,  t h an ks  f or  

sh ar in g  t h i s  in f orm at io n  an d ,  u h ,  su p er  in s igh t f u l .  We're  h ear in g ,  u m,  I  

w an t  t o  make  su re  t h at  I 'm u n d erst an din g  i t  co rrect l y ,  t h a t ,  u h ,  you  kn ow ,  

re imb u rsemen t s ,  u h ,  come d ow n ,  u h ,  op erat in g  marg in  f or  in su ran ce  

comp an ies  co mes  d ow n ,  an d  t h at ' s  w here  t h e  sav in gs  o f  16%  i s  - -  i s  
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d er ived .  

WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  

JOHN S ON :  Uh ,  b u t  o n e  o f  th e  t h in gs  I  d id n ' t  h ear ,  i s  t h ere  a  

w ay,  l i ke ,  h ea l t h  in su ran ce  p remiu ms are  exp en s ive  b e ca u se  h ea l t h care  i s  

exp en s ive .  

WEEKS:  Y es .  

JOHN S ON :  An d  w e  lo o k  at  w h et h er  i t ' s  an  ag in g  p op u lat ion  or ,  

u m,  an  at - r i sk  p op u lat io n  f o r ,  yo u  kn o w ,  d iab et es  o r  - -  o r  t h in gs  l i ke  t h at ,  

in  t erms  o f  p op u lat ion  h ea l t h  man agemen t .  Wh at  - -  w h at  levers  c an  b e  

p u l led  t h ere  t o  actu a l ly  ach ie ve  rea l  s av in gs ,  a s  o p p o sed  t o  a  - -  a  z ero- su m 

game,  w h ere  on e  o f  t h e  s t akeh o ld ers  b en ef i t s  a t  t h e  exp en se  o f  o t h er  

s t akeh o ld ers  in  t h e  p ro cess ?  I t  ju s t  se ems l i k e  t h at  get s  u s  n o w h ere .  

WEEKS:  I  agree ,  t o t a l l y  agre e .  T h at ' s  w h y  w e  w an t  t o  d o  th e  

va lu e- b ased  p ayme n t  d es ign ,  t o  ret h ink  h ow  w e d o  t h in gs,  an d  t h e  cost  o f  

care .  On e  examp le  t h at  I  t h in k  i s  a  go o d  w ay  o f  t h in k in g  ab o u t  con t ro l l in g  

cost  i s  t o  sh are  in  t h e  r i sk  an d  t h e  - -  an d  t h e  sav in gs  w i t h  t h e  p rov id ers .  

For  examp le ,  you  o f t en  can  d o ,  l i ke ,  t h e  o n e  I  t h in k  o f  mo st  o f t en  i s ,  s imp le  

as  ep i sod e  o f  care ,  r igh t ?  So  you  sa y  t o  some p rov id ers ,  f o r  t h i s  t yp e  o f  

d iagn os i s ,  you  get  t h i s  lu mp  su m p aym en t  f o r  t h ese  f o lks .  T h at ' s  k in d  o f  a  

va lu e- b ased  p ayme n t  d es ign .  I f  you ' re  ab le  t o  man age  t h e i r  care  an d  low er  

t h e  cost  o f  care ,  u m,  t o  d o  t h i s ,  t h en  yo u  get  t o  save  in  t h at  mon ey.  I f  you  

d on ' t ,  t h en  you  act u a l ly  - -  i t  co st s  you  mo n ey.  So  i t ' s  so r t  o f  t ry in g  i t ' s  b est  

t o  - -  t h at ' s  on e  w ay o f  va lu e- b ased  p aymen t .  Th ere  are  ot h er  w ays  o f  l i ke  

say in g  t o  t h em,  l i ke ,  w e  t h in k  t h e  t o t a l  co st  o f  care  f o r  yo u r  p op u lat ion  i s  

X ,  an d  w ork in g  w i t h  t h em t o  w o rk  w i t h in  t h at ,  w h ich  means  t ry in g  t o  low er  
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t h ose  cost s .  Bu t  I  a gree .  I  t h in k  t h e  b i g  q u est io n  h ere  a lw ays ,  in  an y  

h ea l t h care  re f orm,  i s  h ow  d o  you  d r  - -  h o w  d o  yo u  co n t ro l  t h e  cost  o f  care ,  

u m,  reco gn iz in g  t h a t  t h at  comes  in  d i f feren t  f orms,  r igh t ?  Th ere  are  

d i f f eren t  w ays  t h at  t h e  co st  co mes.  So ,  l i ke ,  ad min i s t rat iv e  cost s  are  p ar t  

o f  t h e  cost  o f  care ,  u m,  an d  o t h er  w ays  t o  co n t ro l  co st s  t oo  - -  so ,  on e  o f  

t h e  s t rat eg ies  u s in g  va lu e- b ased  p ayme n t  d es ign .  An o t h er  s t rat egy  i s  ju st  

h op in g  t h at  p rov id ers  an d  p lan s  ch an ge  h o w  t h ey ' re  co n t ract in g  f or  

h ea l t h care  an d  ass u me,  mayb e,  a  d i f f eren t  w ay  o f  sp en d ing  an d  ot h er  

e f f i c ien c ies .  I  w i l l  s ay  in  M in n esot a ,  w h ere  I  o r ig in a l l y  w a s  w ork in g  on  

M ed ica id ,  w e  d id  a  lo t  o f  va lu e- b ased  p aymen t  d es ign  in  accou n t ab le  care  

organ iz at ion s .  An d  w e  d id  - -  w i th  - -  and  a lo n g  w i t h  some n ew  b id d in g ,  l i ke ,  

I  w ou ld  say ,  l i ke ,  k i n d  o f  l i ke  t h i s ,  b u t  w i t h  M ed ica id  in  o ur  b as ic  h ea l t h  

p rogram,  w e  saved  over  $1  b i l l io n  d o l l a rs  in  f i ve  year s .  So ,  l i ke ,  b a sed  on  

ju st  rea l l y  t ry in g  t o  get  a t  sh ar in g  t h e  r i sk  w i t h  p ro v id ers  d i f f eren t ly ,  b u t  

i t ' s  n ot  an  easy  t as k .  An d  I  w o u ld  say  N evad a 's  n ew er  t o  t h i s  w ork .  So  I  

t h in k  you  can ' t  b o i l  t h e  o cean  o vern igh t .  R igh t ?  So rry ,  t h a t ' s  a  lon g- en d ed  

- -  lon g  - -  lon g- w in ded  an sw er  t o  yo u r  q u est io n .  So rry  ab o u t  t h at .  

JOHN S ON :  N o ,  b u t  - -  b u t  th at ' s  t h e ,  l i ke ,  w e  got  t o  get  t o  t h e  -

-  t o  t h e  root  cau se ,  an d  t h at ' s  ju st  - -  no t  ju st  in  t h e  s t at e  o f  N evad a.  I  

t h in k  t h at ' s ,  u h ,  acr oss  t h e  b o ard ,  r igh t ?  Uh  - -  

WEEKS:  Agreed .  

JOHN S ON :  Y o u  kn o w ,  p o p u lat io n ,  h ea l t h  man agemen t ,  an d  

imp rov in g  ou t come s  an d  - -  an d  t h in gs  l i ke  t h at ,  t h at  act u a l ly  lead  t o ,  u h ,  

u h ,  you  kn ow ,  a  rea l  red u ct ion  in  - -  in  - -  in  t h e  co st  o f  care ,  over  t ime.  

WEEKS:  R igh t .  An d  t h at ' s  w h at  a  lo t  o f  t h ese  accou n t ab le  
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care  an d  p op u lat ion  h ea l t h  - -  yo u  kn ow ? - -  s t ru ct u red  p aymen t s  are  ab ou t ,  

i s  ju s t  get t in g  p rov i d er  p ar t i c ip at io n .  A n d  a l so  t h e  h ard  p ar t  i s ,  w h en  i t ' s  

ju s t  M ed ica id  d o in g  i t ,  i t ' s  h ard ,  r igh t ?  P ro v id ers  d o n ' t  w an t  t h e  bu rd en  

u n less  i t ' s  a  b u rd en  acro ss  - -  sh ared  a c ross  t h e  market s ,  i n  a  w ay  w h ere  

t h ey  - -  t h ey ' re  - -  t hey ' re  get t in g  t h e  sa me req u i remen t s  f o r  p ar t i c ip at ion  in  

a  b igger  p op u lat ion .  Um,  so  i t ' s  ju s t  a  b et t er  w in  f o r  t h em.  

JOHN S ON :  Yeah .  

WEEKS:  So  t h at  w ou ld  b e t he  goa l .  I  w ou ld  a l so  say ,  u m,  I  

d on ' t  see ,  I  mean ,  I  - -  t h i s  i s  me  p erson a l ly  sp ea k in g  - -  p u b l i c  o p t ion  i s  n ot  

a  - -  a  w in  f or  everyt h in g .  I  can ' t  so lve  a l l  t h e  p ro b lems.  I  d o  t h in k  t h e  

p at ien t  p rot ect ion  commis s io n  t h at  N evad a  cu rren t ly  h as ,  i s  lo ok in g  at  t h e  

cost  grow t h  b en ch mark  - -  r igh t ?  - -  an d  a  lo t  o f  t h e i r  w o rk  t h at  t h ey ' re  

d o in g .  I  t h in k  t h ere  are  a  lo t  o f  o t h er  to o ls  t h at  s t at es  are  u s in g ,  l i ke  p r i ce  

cap s  an d  ot h er  - -  o th er  s t rat eg ies  t h at ,  yo u  kn o w ,  I  t h in k  i t  i sn ' t  - -  t h ere ' s  

n ot  a  on e  - -  on e  s t rat egy  t h at  so lves  t h e  w h o le  p rob lem.  I  t h in k  i t ' s  

mu l t i f acet ed  an d  req u i res  lo t s  o f  d i f f eren t  s t rat eg ies .  Um ,  b u t  I  d ef in i t e ly  

t h in k  w e ' re  t h in k in g  ab o u t  so me of  t hat ,  b ecau se  I  h ear  y o u .  I f  w e ' re  ju st  

red u c in g  d ow n  t h e  cost ,  l i ke  w i t h  t h e  sp en d in g ,  b u t  t h e co st s  are  s t i l l  h igh ,  

t h at ' s  n ot  a  s t ab le  market  an d  i t ' s  n ot  rea l l y  ad d res s in g  t h e  p rob lem.  An y  

ot h er  q u est ion s?  

JOHN S ON :  T h an k yo u .  

WEEKS:  Yeah ,  t h an k  you .  O kay ,  I 'm go in g  t o  move  on ,  

b ecau se  I  kn ow  w e' re  - -  yo u  gu ys  h ave  b u s in ess  t o  d o  an d  n o t  ju st  t a lk  

ab ou t  p u b l i c  op t ion.  Um,  b u t  I  w o u ld  say ,  ju st  o n  - -  in  gen era l ,  t h e  - -  w e  

are  t h in k in g  ab ou t  50 ,00 0  p eop le  w i l l  en ro l l  in  t h e  f i r s t  year .  Th at  in c lu d es  
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p eop le  w h o  a l read y  cu rren t ly  en ro l led .  I ' l l  - -  I 'm sp eak in g  f ran k ly .  We d on ' t  

exp ect  t h i s  t o  l i ke ,  aga in ,  so l ve  a l l  t h e  p ro b lems o f  t h e  u n in su red .  Um,  

w h at  i t  d oes  - -  d oes  n ice ly  d o  i s  b r in g  in  t h e  n ew  f u n d in g  t h at  can  mayb e  

h e lp  d r ive  p remiu ms even  low er  t o  d r ive  more  p eop le  t o  th e  exch an ge  or  

d o  ot h er  t h in gs  w i th .  Bu t  i t  i s  d ef in i t e ly  n o t  t h e  - -  th e  f u l l  so lu t ion ,  

b ecau se  I  t h in k ,  a s  you  gu ys  kn o w ,  a  lo t  o f  u n d ocu men t ed  f o lks ,  u m,  in  ou r  

s t at e ,  u m,  are  a  lo t  o f  t h e  un in su red  po p u lat io n ,  in  ad d i t io n  t o  M ed ica id .  

We n eed  t o  d o  a  b et t er  jo b  get t in g  p eop le  en ro l led  in  M edica id ,  t oo .  So ,  

u m,  I 'm go in g  t o  m ove  t o  t h e  n ext  s l id e .  An d  t h i s  i s  ou r  t imel in e .  I t ' s  a  

d ooz y .  Um,  w e  are  i n ,  a lmost  2023 ,  u m,  w h en  w e w i l l  su b mit  t h e ,  you  

kn ow ,  i f  a l l  - -  d ep en d in g  o n  h o w  th in gs  go ,  su b mit  t h e  w a iver  t o  f ed era l  

govern men t  in  M arch ,  mayb e  M ay ,  d ep en d in g  o n  h o w  lo ng  i t  t akes  u s  t o  

in corp orat e  p u b l i c  f eed b ack .  I  w o u ld  lo ve  i t  i f  yo u  gu ys  w a n t  t o  su b mit  

f eed b ack,  R yan ,  an d  you r  f o lks  w an t  t o  rev iew .  Um,  ob v i ou s ly  I  kn ow  you ' re  

go in g  t o  rev iew  b ef ore  w e  - -  w e  p o st .  Bu t  yo u  kn o w ,  i f  f o lks  f rom t h e  b oard  

w an t  t o  sen d  commen t s ,  p lease  d o .  Um ,  w e  w i l l  b e  d o in g  nego t ia t ion s  w i t h  

t h e  f ed era l  govern men t ,  p rob ab ly  a l l  year .  Th at ' s  my c at s  (p h o n et ic ) .  Um,  

w e  a l so  w an t  t o ,  n ext  su mmer  or  ear l y  sp r in g ,  o f f er  an  RF I ,  w h ere  w e  s t ar t  

t o  p rop ose  some of  ou r  id eas .  L i ke ,  w e ' re  t a lk in g  ab o u t  t h e  cu l t u ra l l y  - -  

cu l t u ra l  w ork  w orkf orce  p lan ,  r igh t ?  W h at  are  ou r  - -  w h at  k in d  o f  t h in gs  

can  p lan s  d o?  Wh at  q u a l i t y  met r i cs  d o  w e  w an t  t o  see?  Wh at  o t h er  t h in gs ,  

s t rat eg ies  sh ou ld  w e  in c lu d e  in  ou r  co n t ract in g  p ro cess ,  u m,  w i t h  p lan s ,  

t h at  w e  th in k  are  - -  i s  va lu ab le  t o  ou r ,  t o  t h e  in d iv id u a l  market .  An d  t h en ,  

2024 ,  i s  w h en  w e’d  s t ar t  a  lo t  o f  o u r  p ro cu remen t  p ro cess .  Bu i ld in g  t h e  - -  

b u i ld in g  t h e  mod e l  con t ract ,  b u i ld in g  t h e  p ro cu remen t ,  d o in g  t h e  
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p rocu remen t ,  an d  h op ef u l ly ,  u m,  get t in g  b o t h  M ed ica id  an d  p ay- ou t  

(p h on et ic ) ,  p u b l i c - o p t io n  p ro cu remen t s  f in a l i z ed  in  2025 ,  in  t ime  f or  t h em 

t o  su b mit  f or  cer t i f i cat ion  - -  r igh t ?  - -  a t  t h e  exch an ge ,  an d  in  t ime  f or  t h em 

t o  su b mit  f or  t h e i r  ra t e  f i l in gs  a t  D OI .  So  I  kn o w  i t  so u n d s  - -  i t  looks  lon g ,  

b u t  i t  f ee l s  rea l l y  t igh t  - -  i t  - -  i t  w h en  yo u  t h in k  ab o u t  i t .  Bu t  I  t h in k  t h at ' s  

a l l  I  h ave ,  Ryan .  Oh ,  I  h ave  t h i s ,  ju s t  t o  g ive  yo u  - -  you  gu y s  h ave  t h ese  

s l id es ,  so  I  w on ' t  w a lk  t h ro u gh  t h i s  in  d et a i l ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  so me o f  t h e  mon ey  

an d  t h e  sav in gs  t h at  w e ' re  p red ict in g ,  t h ro u gh  t h e  exch an ge .  So  as  you  can  

see ,  i t ' s  - -  i t ' s  a  lo t  o f  mon ey,  in  f i ve  ye ars ,  d ep en d in g  o n  w h at  h ap p en s  

w i t h  t h e  w rap an d  w h at  yo u  d o  w i t h  th e  f u n d in g ,  u m,  you  kn o w ,  i t ' s  a  l i t t le  

b i t  more .  N ow ,  i f  ARPA d oesn ' t  remain  an d  d oes  go  aw ay,  i t  - -  i t  i s  ab ou t  

27%  t o  45%  low er .  So  t h ere  i s  so me cu t  t h ere ,  i f  - -  i f  ARPA can ,  you  kn ow ,  

i s  - -  i t  act u a l ly  f in a l l y  exp i re s .  I f  i t  co n t in u es  on  a  l i t t le  b i t  lon ger ,  i t  d oes  

in crease  p as s - t h rou gh ,  ob v iou s ly ,  b eca u se  t h at  i s  so me of  t h e  mon ey  you  

get  t o  cap t u re .  An d  t h at ' s  i t ,  yeah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  A  f ew  q u est ion s ,  u h,  f ro m o u r  b o ard ?  D oes  

ou r  b oard  h ave  an y  ot h er  q u est io n s?  Uh ,  S t ac ie ,  t h at  w as  an  o u t st an d in g  

p resen t at ion .  Of  co u rse  t h ere 's  so  mu c h  d et a i l  t o  b e  f i l l ed  in .  So  ju st  

c la r i f y in g ,  i t ' l l  b e  p ost ed  f o r  co mmen t s ,  u h ,  o n  D ecemb er  30t h  or  p u b l i c  

commen t s  are  - -  ye ah .  

WEEKS:  Yes .  In  45  d ays .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  h o w  lo n g  - -  

WEEKS:  In  45  d ays .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  h o w  lo n g  w i l l  t h e  - -  i t ' l l  b e  o p en  f or  45  

d ays ,  an d  i t ' l l  c lose ,  t h en ,  Feb ru ary  15 t h ,  o r  so ?  



 

40 
S I L V E R  S T A T E  H E A L T H  I N S U R A N C E  E X C H A N G E  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  

W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2  
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
 

WEEKS:  So mew h ere  aro u n d  t h ere ,  u h - h u h .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  So mew h ere  aro u n d  t h ere  - -  p u b l i c  co mmen t s .  

An d  p eop le ,  t o  make  t h e  p u b l i c  co mmen t s ,  w o u ld  ju st  go  w h ere?  

WEEKS:  Um,  o n  o u r  w eb s i t e  yo u  can  su b mit  t h em.  We' l l  

h ave  a  l in k .  So  I ' l l  s en d  i t  a l l  t o  Ryan ,  i f  h e  w an t s  t o  sen d i t  o u t  t o  t h e  

b oard .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oh ,  t h an k  yo u  ( in au d ib le )  - -  

WEEKS:  ( In au d ib le ) .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  Ryan .  Yeah ,  I ' l l  s en d  i t  t o  th e  b oard .  Th at  

w ou ld  b e  great .  

WEEKS:  Yeah .  An d  I  w o u ld  def in i t e ly ,  ju s t ,  i f  yo u  gu ys  w an t ,  

I  can  sen d  over  som e h igh  p o in t s ,  o n ce  w e  get  i t  p o st ed ,  i f  t h at ' s  h e lp f u l ,  

b ecau se  I  w i l l  t e l l  y ou  i t ' s  over  100  p ag es  an d  I  d on ' t  w an t  an yon e  t o  f ee l  

o verw h elmed .  I  f e l t  overw h elmed  w h en  I  go t  i t ,  I ' l l  b e  h on est .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oh ,  t ot a l l y .  An d  t o  overw h elm you ,  w h o 've  

b een  immersed  in  t h i s  f or  you r  career  - -  

WEEKS:  Exact l y .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  i t ' s  got  t o  say ,  i t  h ad  t o  b e  overw h elmin g .  

So  - -  

WEEKS:  Y es .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  I  mean ,  w e  w ere  look in g  at  t h e ,  I  t h i n k  i s  

t h e  secon d  t o  t h e  las t  s l id e ,  an d  yo u  w ere  a l so  men t io n in g  ab ou t  f i r s t  year ,  

mayb e  50 ,000 ,  b u t  as  you  cou ld  see  on e  t o  f i ve ,  an d  t h en  f i ve  t o  t en ,  t h e  

in creased  reven u e .  

WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  
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D R.  JAM ESON :  So  b y  t h e  10t h  year ,  in  ord er  t o  in crease  t h at  

reven u e,  you  w ere  p ro ject in g  a  w h o le  lo t  mo re  t h an  50 ,000  p eop le  

p ar t i c ip at in g .  So  h o w  man y p eop le ,  b y  year  t en ,  a re  yo u  t h in k in g  t o  re  - -  t o  

rev  - -  t o  gen erat e  th at  reven u e,  a re  go in g  t o  b e  p ar t i c ip at in g?  

WEEKS:  A  l i t t le  over  100 ,000 .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  So  - -  so  you  w ou ld  on ly  go  f rom 50 ,000  t h e  

f i r s t  year  t o  100 ,000  b y  t h e  10t h  year?  

WEEKS:  Y es .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  i t  w o u ld  ch an ge  t h e  amo u n t  o f  reven u e  

b rou gh t  in  over  t h at  p er io d  o f  t ime,  t hat  mu ch ?  Ju st  - -  so  t h at  100 ,000  i s  

w h at  I  h eard  in  ear ly  p ro ject ion s .  I 'm a maz ed ,  b ecau se  o f  t h at  ext ra  

reven u e.  An d  t h at ' s  b ecau se  a  lo t  o f  i t  i s  ext ra ,  b ec au se  i t ' s  b e in g  g iven  b y  

t h e  f ed era l  govern men t .  

WEEKS:  Y eah .  We d o n ' t  see  t h at .  L ike ,  I  kn o w ,  I  d on ' t  even  

as  a  con su mer  - -  r ig h t ?  - -  w e  - -  wh en  we  sh o p  f o r  h ea l t h care ,  o f  cou rse ,  I  

am n ot  d o in g  t h at  now ,  b u t  w h en  I  u sed  t o  sh o p  f o r  my ow n  h ea l t h care  

covera ge ,  w e  d on ' t  see  t h at  p remiu m in  t h e  exch an ge ,  b ecau se  i t ' s  b ou gh t  

d ow n .  R igh t ?  So  I  t h in k  - -  an d  a l so  you  h ave  t o  rememb er ,  i t ' s  n ot  - -  

b ecau se  someon e  w as  t ry in g ,  l i ke  Pat  K e l l y  f rom N evad a  H osp i t a l  

Assoc iat io n  w as  t ry in g  t o  d o  t h e  mat h  w i t h  me o n e  d ay .  He 's  l i ke ,  I  d on ' t  

get  i t .  An d  I 'm l i ke ,  b ecau se  cost s  a re  grow in g ,  t oo .  So  ea ch  year ,  t h e  cost s  

are  h igh er .  So  as  t h ey  go  h igh er  w e  get  even  more  p remiu m su b s id y .  R igh t ?  

Um,  i t  - -  i t ,  an d  a l so  i f  - -  so  i f  f o lks  en ro l led  in  a  b ro n z e ,  t h ere  i s  a l so  a  mix  

h ere  t h at  t h e  act u ar ies  are  as su min g  c er t a in  p ercen t age  en ro l l s  in  b ron z e  

t h at  ch an ges  t h at  scen ar io .  So me en ro l l  d i f f eren t ly  in  s i l v er ,  b ased  on  t h i s  
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an d  some may en ro l l  in  a  go ld  d i f f eren t ly .  An d  so me - -  an d  t h o se  su b s id y  

amou n t s  are  d i f f eren t ,  t oo  - -  r igh t ?  - -  to  t h e  s t at e .  Bron z e  i s  a  lo t  more  - -  

b i t  o f  a  p ass  t h rou gh  t h an  s i l ver  an d  go ld  i s  less .  R i gh t .  So  t h ere 's  a l l  t h ese  

w e i rd  n u an ces .  I ' l l  b e  h on est ,  every  t ime  I  t a lk  t o  t h e  act u ar ies ,  I  h ave  t o ,  

l i ke ,  t a ke  a  momen t ,  rep eat  i t  a l l  b ack .  Yeah .  Yeah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  N o w ,  so  t h i s  i s ,  t h en ,  u h ,  go od  t o ,  kn ow  

b ecau se ,  u h ,  w i t h  th e  w ay  I  saw  t h o se  n u mb ers  esca lat in g ,  I  w as  w orr ied  

t h at  t h e  nu mb ers  - -  n o t  w o rr ied ,  b u t  t h in k in g  t h at  t h e  n u mb ers  w ou ld  b e  

f rom 50 ,  n ot  t o  100,  b u t  f rom 50  t o  200  or  500 ,  look in g  at  t h ose  n u mb ers .  

Bu t  t h at ' s  in t erest in g  t h at  t h ey  p ro ject  t h at  o n  100 ,000 .  So  w h ere  are  

t h ose  100 ,000  comin g  f rom,  s in ce  R yan  t o ld  u s  n o t  t o o lo ng  ago ,  t h ere 's  

ab ou t  200 ,0 00  u n insu red  in  N evad a  an d  p ro b ab ly  h a l f  o f  th em are  

u n d ocu men t ed ?  An d  so  t h ere 's  100 ,000 .  I 'm - -  su re l y  yo u ' re  n o t  t h in k in g  

t h at  i t ' s  t h at  100 ,000  w i l l  eq u a l  t h ese  100 ,000 .  

WEEKS:  N o .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  so  w h ere  are  th o se  p eop le  comin g  f rom,  

d o  you  t h in k?  Wh er e  - -  a re  go in g  t o  s t ea l  f ro m Pet er  t o  pay  Pau l?  Are  t h ey  

comin g  f rom,  or  o t h er  p lan s?  Are  t h ey  co min g  f rom M ed ic a id ?  Wh ere  are  

t h ey  comin g  f rom,  d o  yo u  t h in k?  

WEEKS:  Th ey  are  - -  t h ey ' re  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Ben ef i t in g  mo st  f ro m t h e  n ew  pu b l i c  op t ion .  

WEEKS:  Peop le  (p h o n et ic ) .  I  t h in k  p eo p le  w i l l  sw i t ch  in  t h e i r  

cu rren t  QHP p rod u c t s  an d  f in d  t h e p u b l i c  o p t io n  mo re  a f f o rd ab le .  Um,  I  

t h in k  some w i l l  s t a y  an d  so me w i l l  n o t .  I  d o n ' t  - -  somet imes  t h e  p remiu m 

d i f f eren ces  are  en ou gh  in  cer t a in  area s .  Am I  f roz en ?  I  h o p e  n ot .  
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( In au d ib le )  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  N o,  n o ,  yo u ’ re  - -  

WEEKS:  Oka y.  I  t h o u gh t  I  f ro z e  f o r  a  mo men t .  I  w as ,  l i ke ,  o h  

n o .  Um,  yeah ,  b u t  n o ,  i t  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  So  t h ey ' l l  b e  comin g  - -  t h ey ' l l  b e  comi n g  f rom 

t h e  exch an ge .  

WEEKS:  T h ey ' l l  ju s t  b e  sw i t ch in g  Q HP  p lan s  - -  r i gh t ?  - -  in t o  

a  p u b l i c  op t ion ,  b ecau se  in  t h e i r  ra t in g  area ,  i t ' l l  b e  more  a f f ord ab le .  In  

some rat in g  areas ,  i t  may  n o t  b e  en ou gh  t o  h ave  a  sw i t ch ,  so  t h at  some of  

t h ose  assu mp t ion s  are  in  t h e  an a lys i s .  Um,  b u t  b ased  o n  some of  t h e  

p remiu m d i f f eren ces ,  d ep en d in g  on  w here  p eo p le  are  an d  - - an d  - -  an d  

w h ere  t h ey  are  t oday  in  t h e i r  p ro d u ct s ,  so me w i l l  f in d  t h e  p u b l i c  op t ion  

more  a f f o rd ab le .  So  - -  b u t  I  w i l l  t e l l  yo u ,  o f  t h e  p ercen t age  o f  t h e  

u n in su red  w h o t od ay  are  n o t  en ro l led  in  t h e  exch an ge  s t i l l ,  even  t h ou gh  

t h ey ' re  e l ig ib le  f or  a  su b s id y ,  w e  t h in k  w e ' re  get t in g  at  10  t o  12%  of  t h at  

p op u lat ion .  So  t h at ' s  t h e  u n in su red  p op u lat io n  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oka y.  

WEEKS:  - -  w e ' re  t ack l in g .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Ten  t o  - -  so  n ot  on ly  ab ou t  10 ,000  o f  th ose  

p eop le .  

WEEKS:  Yeah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  So  t h e  ot h er  90 ,000,  or  so ,  over  t ime,  w i l l  

p rob ab ly ,  l i ke ly  - -  

WEEKS:  A  sh i f t  (p h on et ic ) .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  co me f ro m o u r  o t h er  p ar t  o f  o u r  exch an ge .  
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So  i t ' s  good  w e ' l l  b en ef i t  f ro m so me o f  t h e  p ass - t h ro u gh  fu n d s ,  as  w e  lose  

ot h er  c l ien t s .  

WEEKS:  Yeah .  Wel l ,  ag a in ,  t h ey ' re  s t i l l  you r  c l i en t s .  Th ey ' re  

s t i l l  ( in au d ib le )  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Yes ,  yes ,  yes .  Th ey’ re  p u b l i c  o p t io n .  

WEEKS:  I t ' s  l i ke ,  i t ' s  f in d in g  a  w ay  t o  cap t u re  t h at  mon ey  

an d  say ,  you  kn ow ,  I  t h in k  w h en  I  w as  t a lk in g  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  We’ l l  l i ke l y  cap t u re  more  mon ey,  yes .  

WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  Yeah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  From t h e  h o od s  (p h o n et ic ) .  

WEEKS:  Yeah ,  an d  s t i l l  keep  p eop le  as  - -  as  man y  p eop le  as  

en ro l led  t od ay  are  - -  an d  more ,  b u t  a l so  keep in g  p eop le  in  a  more  

a f f ord ab le  coverag e .  R igh t ?  An d  a l so  n ot  t ak in g  o ver ,  l i k e ,  t h e  w h ole  

market .  I  t h in k  i t ' s  a  d e l i cat e  d an ce  an d  I  t h in k ,  r igh t  n o w ,  i t  looks  

p os i t i ve .  Bu t ,  you  k n o w ,  i t ’ s  a lw ays  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d ,  I  gu ess  t h at ' s  w h at  I  d o n ' t  u n d erst an d  

ab ou t  t h e  d e l i cat e  d an ce  i s ,  u m,  h ow  i s  i t  - -  w h at  i s  i t  exact ly  t h at  make s  i t  

more  at t ract ive  an d  f u n ct io n  o f  p ract i ca l  an d  d o ab le  f or  t hem,  t h an  w h at  

t h e  main  d i f f eren ces ,  t h an  w h at ' s  b e in g  o f f ered  o n  t h e  exch an ge  in  t h e  

amaz in g  n u mb er  o f  17 0  p lu s  w h at ever  i t  i s ,  d i f f eren t  t yp e  o f  p lan s  w e  

o f f er?  

WEEKS:  Yeah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Um - -  

WEEKS:  M ore  a f f ord ab le .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  w h at  i s  t h e  key  - -  w h at  i s  t h e  key  t h in g  t h at  
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makes  i t  more  a f f or d ab le?  Wh at  i s  i t ,  a ct u a l ly  - -  

WEEKS:  Premiu m red u ct ion  t arget .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  t h an  - -  more  p remiu m red u ct ion  t arget .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  I t ' s  t h e  t arget ,  u h - h u h .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  - -  an d  i t ' s  t h at  t arget  t h at ' s  go in g  t o  go ,  

h op ef u l ly ,  over  t im e,  f ou r  p erc  - -  u h ,  mayb e  4%  a  year ,  o r  so  - -  

WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  over  t h e  n ext  severa l  year s ,  t h at ' s  g o in g  t o .  

Bu t  t h en ,  w h at  pu t s  t h e  b reak  o n  i t ,  t hat  i t  d o esn ' t  keep  sh i f t in g  p eop le  

f rom t h e  exch an ge?  Wh y,  I  mean ,  i f  I 'm  get t in g  - -  

WEEKS:  T h e  t arget  goes  aw ay,  i t  exp i re s  in  2030 ,  u m,  b u t  w e  

exp ect  t h e  t ren d ,  based  o n  o u r  p ro cu remen t  au t h o r i t y  - -  b ecau se  w e  w ou ld  

w an t  i t ,  p rob ab ly  in  ou r  p rocu remen t ,  say  t h at  p eo p le  can ' t  in crease  t h e i r  

ra t es  b ack  u p  t o ,  l i ke ,  14 ,  15% .  R i gh t ?  Um,  so  w e 'd  w an t  t o  say ,  you  can ' t  

con t in u e  i f  you  d o  th at .  Um,  b u t  t h at  t ren d  w o u ld  co n t in u e,  i s  t h e  - -  i s  t h e  

goa l .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  I  h ave  t o  ap o lo g i z e .  I  d id n ' t  rea l l y  u n d erst an d .  

So  w h at ' s  go in g  t o  p reven t  everyo n e  f ro m go in g  d o w n  - -  do w n  t h at  ro ad  f or  

- -  f or  a  - -  

WEEKS:  I t ' s  ( in au d ib le )  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  ( in au d ib le )  15%  - -  

WEEKS:  - -  yeah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  t a rget  red u ct io n ?  

WEEKS:  Becau se  n o t  - -  t h e  p remiu m d i f f eren ce  i sn ' t  a lw ays  

t h at  f ar  ap art ,  in  cer t a in  areas  o f  t h e  s t at e .  In  some s t at e s  i t  - -  in  some 
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areas  i t  i s .  An d  - -  an d  i t  looks  l i ke ,  b as ed  o n  w h at  t h e  actu ar ies  are  loo k in g  

at  t h at ,  you  kn ow ,  some o f  i t  w i l l  b e  pref eren ce .  L i ke  I ,  l i ke  - -  I  l i ke  my 

p rod u ct ,  you  kn ow ?  An d  t h ere 's  so me - -  t h ere 's  some d i f f eren ces  t h ere .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  I t ' s  so  comp l i c at ed .  I  h o p e  you  can  f org ive  me 

f or  f in d in g  t h i s  very  d i f f i cu l t  t o  co mp reh en d .  I f  I  lo o k  at  i t  s imp l i s t i c a l l y ,  I  

w ou ld  say ,  you  kn o w ,  t h ere  migh t  b e  some d i f f eren ces  in  p lan s ,  b u t  i f  in  

gen era l ,  t h ere ' s  a ,  u m - -  

WEEKS:  We d o  exp ect  so me  p lan s  t o  co mp et e  w i t h  i t ,  

h on est ly .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oh .  ( In au d ib le )  - -  

WEEKS:  An d  I  t h in k ,  yo u  kn o w ,  t h at ' s  t h e  o t h er  - -  t h at ' s  - -  

t h at ' s  w h y  w e  d on ' t  assu me 100%  t ake  u p .  We assu me s i x  - -  ab ou t  60% ,  

b ased  on  w h at  w e  kn o w .  I t ' s  h ard ,  b eca u se  t h ere 's  rea l l y  n o  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Ah h h  - -  

WEEKS:  - -  p er f ect  scen ar io .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  Okay .  ( In au d ib le )  - -  

WEEKS:  Yeah .  Sorry ,  I  mis se d  t h at  p ar t ,  yeah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Y eah ,  t h ere  n o w .  Okay .  I  k in d  o f  am 

u n d erst an d in g  ou r  su rv iva l  o f  t h e  o t h er  p lan s  an d  p ro grams,  t h en .  

WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oka y.  So ,  overa l l ,  i t ' l l  s t i l l  b e  a  b en ef i t ,  h u ge  

b en ef i t  t o  th e  con su mer ,  i f  as  man y  as  6 0%  co mp et e .  An d  I  d o n ' t  kn ow  i f  

i t ' s  f a i r  t o  ask  t h i s  q u est io n ,  b u t  h ow  are  t h e  in su ran ce  c omp an ies ,  u h ,  

s t ar t in g  t o  f ee l  ab ou t  t h i s ,  as  i t ' s  ro l l in g  o u t ?  Wh at ' s  o u r  f eed b ack ?  

WEEKS:  Um,  w e l l  I  c an ' t  sp e ak  f o r  t h em p erson a l ly ,  you  
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kn ow ,  o f f  h an d .  Bu t  w e 've  h ad  a  - -  a  lo t  o f  w eekly  o f f i ce  h o u rs  w i t h  t h em.  

We've  b een  meet in g  - -  I ' ve  met  w i t h  t h e i r  act u ar ies .  I 'm go in g  t o  h ave  an  

act u ar ia l  c a l l .  So  f ar  t h e  p u  - -  t h e  co n versat io n s ,  I  f ee l  l i k e ,  h ave  b een ,  u m,  

mu ch  eas ier  n ow .  A n d  w e  h ave ,  l i ke ,  f r an k  co n ver sat io n s  a n d  I  t h in k  w e 've  

t aken  a  lo t  o f  t h e i r  commen t s  an d  f eed b ack .  Um,  b u t  w e  c o n t in u e  t o  w ork  

w i t h  t h em.  I  t h in k  i t ' s  go in g  t o  b e  a  p ro cess  t h ro u gh o u t  t h e  w h ole  ro l lou t .  

Um,  I  d on ' t  t h in k  w e ' re  d o n e  t h in k in g  t h ro u gh  h o w  w e d o  th e  p rocu remen t .  

How  d o  w e  make  su re  t h at  a  red u ct io n  t arget  i s  reaso n ab l e?  How  d o  w e  

make  su re  t h at  p en a l t ies  are  reason ab l e?  A l l  t h e  t h in gs  t h at  w e  n eed  t o  

w ork  t h rou gh ,  ju st  l i ke  w e  w o rk  t h ro u g h  w i t h  t h em t o d ay,  in  M ed ica id  

man aged  care .  To  me i t ' s  n o  d i f f eren t ,  b ecau se  I ' m u sed  t o  t h at  w or ld .  I  

t h in k ,  f or  me,  i t ' s  - -  co n t ract in g  w i t h  h ea l t h  p lan s  i s  very  mu ch  t h e  w ay  w e  

d o  b u s in ess .  So  I  d o n ' t  see  t h at  b e in g  d i f f eren t .  Bu t  I  w i l l  t e l l  you ,  w e 've  

h ad  in t erest  f rom ou t - o f - s t at e  p lan s  t hat  h a  - -  a re  n ot  in  ou r  market .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  I  w o u ld  t e l l  yo u  t h at  I  t h in k  you ' re  d o in g  

an  amaz in g  job  an d  you  mu st  b e  a  t ot a l l y  b r i l l i an t  w oman .  An d  i t ' s  a  

p leasu re  t o  sp eak  w i t h  yo u ,  b ecau se  I  ad mire  mu ch ,  you r ,  u m,  

p erseveran ce  an d  f or t i t u d e ,  u h ,  an d  - -  an d  b e in g  w i l l in g  t o ,  u h ,  w ork  on  

t h i s  p ro ject .  Uh ,  I  w i l l  t e l l  you ,  w e,  a t  ou r  recen t  las t  mo n t h ,  AM A meet in g ,  

i t  w as  o n e  o f  t h e  most  con t rovers ia l  t o p ics ,  ag a in ,  ab o u t  p u b l i c  op t ion .  Bu t  

in  t h e  en d ,  everyb od y  at  t h e  AM A,  u h ,  u n d erst o o d  t h at  i t ' s  a l l  ab ou t  acce ss  

t o  h ea l t h care .  An d ,  u h ,  f or  p rov id ers ,  i t  i s  very  d i f f i cu l t  t o ,  as  you  sa y ,  w a l k  

t h at  d e l i cat e  b a lan ce  an d  - -  an d  make  everyo n e  h ap p y  an d  w in - w in  an d n ot  

h ave  a  w in - lose .  An d  p rov id ers  h ave  f e l t ,  as  you  kn o w ,  t h ey ' re  los in g  a  lo t  -

-  
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WEEKS:  Uh - h u h .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  w i t h  M ed icare  and  M ed ica id ,  e t  cet era .  An d  

w e  d on ' t  w an t  t o  have  an o t h er  - -  p ro v id ers  d on ' t  w an t  t o  h ave  an ot h er  loss  

h ere .  Th ey  can ' t  t a ke  man y mo re  h i t s .  Bu t ,  overa l l ,  t h e  AM A,  ju st  so  you  

kn ow ,  an d  you  can  l oo k  i t  u p ,  p assed  a  reso lu t io n  - -  

WEEKS:  Wo w .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  - -  t h at  th ey  are  su p p o rt ive  o f  t h e  p u b l ic  

op t ion .  An d  t h ey  rea l l y  - -  i t  t ook  t h em a  lon g  t ime  t o  get  th ere .  

WEEKS:  I 'm su re .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  In  f act ,  ju s t  a  f ew  - -  ju s t  a  cou p le  year s  ago ,  

t h ey  f in a l l y  p assed  an ,  u h ,  t h at  sa id  t hat  h ea l t h care  i s  a  h u man  r igh t .  So  

t h ey  h ave  p rogress ed  immen se ly .  

WEEKS:  T h at ' s  h u ge ,  yeah .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  - -  an d  th ey  d id  h ave  a  reso lu t ion  

recen t ly ,  u h ,  l as t  m on t h  t h at  sa id ,  t h i s  - -  a f t er  lo n g  con t roversy ,  t h at  t h ey  

w ere  go in g  t o  b e  very  su p p ort ive  o f  p u b l i c  o p t io n s  an d  t h ey  w ou ld  w r i t e  

t h at  in  t h e i r  p o l i cy .  An d  w e  h ave ,  ju st  so  yo u  kn o w .  

WEEKS:  Wel l  t h at ' s  h u ge .  T h an k yo u  f o r  sh ar in g  t h at  an d  d id  

n ot  kn ow  t h at .  Um,  so  t h an k  yo u .  T h at ' s  rea l l y  go o d .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Becau se  I  kn o w  yo u  w ere  f igh t in g  a  lo t  

u p st ream b at t les ,  an d  I  ju s t  w an t  yo u  to  kn o w  yo u  h ave  yo u r  AM A p o l i cy  

b eh in d  you .  

WEEKS:  Th at ' s  rea l l y  n i ce .  T h an k yo u .  U m,  w e l l ,  ju s t  so  you  

kn ow ,  i t  i s  an  u p st ream b at t le ,  b u t  yo u kn o w ,  I  - -  d o in g  i t  b ecau se  I  t h in k  i t  

mat t ers ,  b u t  ob v iou s ly ,  i t ' s  go in g  t o  b e  a  p ar t  - -  i t  h as  t o  be  a  p ar t n ersh ip  
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w i t h  t h e  exch an ge  an d  w e  n eed  i t  t o  work  an d  i t  n eed s  t o  b e  va lu ab le ,  or  

w e  sh ou ld n ' t  b e  d o in g  t h e  w o rk .  R igh t ?  So  h ap p y  t o  imp lemen t  i t  an d  make  

su re  w e  d o  i t  t h e  best  w e  can .  Bu t ,  yo u  kn o w ,  i f  i t  d o esn ' t  w o rk ,  t h en  t h e  

q u est ion  i s ,  w h y  d o  yo u  d o  i t ,  r i gh t ?  So ,  ju st  h ave  t o  - -  

D R.  JAM ESON :  R igh t .  Y eah ,  w e l l  w e  - -  w e  d o  i t  f o r  p at ien t  

acce ss  t o  ex ce l len t ,  q u a l i t y ,  a f f ord ab le  h ea l t h care .  So  I  re a l l y  ap p rec iat e  

t h at .  An d  - -  an d  in  t h e  en d ,  h o p ef u l ly ,  t h e  in su rers ,  u h ,  an d  t h e  p rov id ers  

an d  a l l  o f  u s  w i l l  f ee l .  w i t h  t h e  p at ien ts ,  i t ' s  a  w in - w in - w in .  So  t h an k  you  

f or  t h i s  u p h i l l  b at t le .  

WEEKS:  Yeah .  Wel l ,  t h an k  y ou .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  ju st ,  u h ,  I  can  see  yo u ' re  go in g  t o  go  f or  

i t  an d  w e  t h an k  you f o r  d o in g  t h at .  

WEEKS:  T h an k yo u .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An y  o t h er  q u est io n s?  Ex ce l len t .  E x ce l l en t .  

Wel l ,  good  w ork .  T h an k yo u .  

WEEKS:  I  ap p rec iat ed  meet i n g  everyon e.  Th an k s ,  R yan .  An d  

le t  me kn ow  i f  t h ere  are  f o l low - u p s ,  an d  w e ' l l  b e  in  t o u ch,  f or  su re .  I ' l l  - -  

I ' l l  d rop  n ow ,  so  t h at ' s  o ka y .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Yes ,  you ' re  d o in g  a  great  job .  Keep  i t  u p .  

WEEKS:  T h an k you .  T h an k y o u .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  T h an k yo u ,  so  mu ch .  

WEEKS:  Th an ks .  Have  a  goo d  d ay .  B ye .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oka y.  So  - -  b o y ,  t h a t ' s  an  amaz in g  job  an d  

ch a l len ge .  So ,  u m,  an y  o t h er ,  u h ,  q u est io n s  o n  w h at  w e  just  - -  o r  ju st  

commen t s  on  w h at  w e  d i scu ssed ?  Ot h erw ise ,  w e  w i l l  - -  I  w an t  t o  t h an k  
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Ryan  f or  ar ran g in g  t h at ,  b ecau se  w e  kn o w  t h at ,  h ere  in  ou r  s t at e ,  i t ' s  

a t t ach ed  t o  t h e  exch an ge  an d ,  u h ,  w a  - -  w an t  i t  t o  b e  a  very  p os i t i ve ,  n ot  

an y  k in d  o f  s t ep ch i l d ,  b u t  a  eq  - -  very  p o s i t i ve  memb er ,  n ew ,  as  in  - -  in ,  u h ,  

OB,  w e  sa y ,  u h ,  u h ,  each  ch i ld  loved  eq u a l ly .  An d  so ,  u m,  i t  w as  very  

w on d er f u l  o f  you  t o  get  t h at  t o get h er  fo r  u s ,  Ryan .  So  I  d o n ' t  h ear  an y  

ot h er  commen t s .  

FR IED M AN :  Uh ,  Ch a i r  - -  Ch a i rw oman ,  Jameson ,  c a n  I  ask  a  

q u est ion ?  Uh ,  t h i s  i s  Sarah  Fr ied man ,  f or  t h e  record .  Um,  my q u est ion  i s  

ab ou t  h ow  - -  I  - -  I  un d erst an d  t h i s  i s  a  p ar t n ersh ip  b et w een  t h e  exch an ge  

an d  - -  an d  M ed ica id .  An d  I 'm t ry in g  t o  u n d erst an d ,  I  gu ess  - -  an d  t h i s  i s  

w ay  d ow n  t h e  road ,  u m,  w h en  t h e p u b l i c  o p t io n  b eco mes  ava i lab le ,  w i l l  

t h ese  meet in gs  in c l u d e  u p d at es ,  as  - -  as  an y  ot h er  exch an ge ,  you  kn ow ,  b e  

in c lu d ed  in  su mmar ies  o f  exch an ge  p la n  ava i lab i l i t y?  Or  i s  t h at  - -  w i l l  t h at  

n ot  b e  in c lu d ed ?  

HIG H:   N o ,  i t  w i l l  b e .  An d  I  see  t h i s  as ,  yo u  kn o w ,  cu rren t ly  

w e  h ave  on  ou r  exch an ge  an d  o n  o u r  geor  - -  ge i  - -  u h ,  en ro l lmen t  an d  

e l ig ib i l i t y  p la t f orm,  w e  h ave  b ro n z e  p lan s  an d  s i l ver  p lan s  an d  go ld  p lan s .  I  

see  t h i s  as  b e in g  an ot h er  - -  ju s t  a  f o u rth  o p t io n ,  r igh t ?  An d  w e ' re  s t ar t in g  

t o  h ave  in i t ia l  con v ersat ion s  w i t h  - -  get t in g  sh ort  ab o u t ,  yo u  kn ow ,  w h at  

w i l l  t h at  u ser  exp er ien ce  loo k  l i ke ?  Wi l l  you  see ,  in st ead  o f  t h ree  sq u ares ,  

you  kn ow ,  b ron z e ,  s i l ver ,  go ld ,  w i l l  yo u  see  a  f ou rt h  o n e  th at ' s  mayb e  a  

p u b l i c  op t ion  p lan  f ro m a  car r ier  t h at ' s  se l l in g  on  t h e  exch an ge?  Or  w i l l  i t  

b e  a  d i f f eren t ,  you  kn o w ,  p o rt io n  o f  t he  w eb s i t e?  Uh ,  t h at ' s  s t i l l  t h e ,  u h ,  t o  

b e  d et ermin ed  at  th i s  p o in t ,  b u t  yes ,  i t  w i l l  b e ,  u h ,  yo u  kn o w ,  t h e  met r i cs  

w i l l  b e  g iven  ab ou t  t h e  p u b l i c  o p t ion  p lan s  so ld  o n  t h e  get  - -  on  ou r  
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p la t f o rm,  on  n evad ah ea l t h l in k . com.  An d  as ,  u m,  S t ac ie  h a d  men t ion ed  

ear l ie r ,  w e  w i l l  a l so  b e  ab le  t o  ap p ly  t hat  3 .05%  assessmen t  f ee  t o  pu b l i c  

op t ion  p lan s ,  as  w e l l .  So  i t ' s  n ot  go in g  t o  b e  co mp et in g ,  p er  se ,  i t ' s  go in g  

t o  b e  ju st  l i ke  a  f ou rt h  o p t io n ,  i s  t h e  way  I 'm see in g  i t ,  an d  w e  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  

ab le  t o  co l lect  t h at  car r ier  p remiu m s - -  t h ere 's  car r ier  p re miu m f ees ,  

t h ere 's  CPFs  on  p u b l i c  o p t io n  p lan s  t h at  are  so ld .  So  w e  w o n ' t  - -  so  f or  

in st an ce ,  i t  - -  i t ' s  n o t  l i ke ,  u m,  ou r  con su mers  may  b e  lea v in g  a  t rad i t ion a l  

exch an ge  p lan  an d  go in g  o ver  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o p t io n ,  w h ere  w e ' re  lo s in g  

n u mb ers ,  you  kn ow ,  w e ' re  los in g  en ro l lmen t s ,  w e ' re  lo s in g  reven u e,  i t ' s  

ju s t  go in g  t o  b e  an  ad d i t ion  an d ,  l i ke ,  a  f o u rt h  o p t io n .  

FR IED M AN :  I  see .  T h an k you  f or  t h at  c la r i f i cat ion .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oka y.  I s  t h ere  an yt h in g  t h at  can  - -  I  mean t  t o  

ask  h er  t h i s  q u est io n ,  an d  Ryan ,  yo u  m ay kn o w  b et t er  t h an  I  - -  somet imes  

w e 've  h eard  in  t h e  n ew s  med ia  t h at ,  um,  t h at  t h ere  may b e  some,  u m,  lac k  

o f  accep t an ce  o f  f orw ard  movemen t .  B u t  s in ce  i t  i s  l aw ,  i s  i t  rea l l y  p o ss ib le  

t h at  an yon e  can  p ut  a  b reak  o n  t h i s  or  p u t  i t  in ,  u h ,  u m,  s t a l l ?  

H IG H:   Wel l ,  w e ' l l  - -  w e ' l l  see  w h at  h ap p en s  th i s  sess io n ,  

comin g  u p .  As  you  kn o w ,  u h ,  o u r  n ext ,  u h ,  leg i s la t ive  sess io n  s t ar t s  in  

Feb ru ary  an d  I  t h in k  an yt h in g ' s  p oss ib l e  t h ere .  N o w ,  I 'm n ot  t ry in g  t o  

sp ecu lat e ,  b u t  you  kn o w ,  u m,  u h ,  u m,  n ew  b i l l  d ra f t  req uest s  can  come u p  

t h at  may  a f f ect  t h i s .  So  i t ' l l  b e  in t erest in g  t o  see  w h at  h app en s  t h i s  

sess ion ,  comin g  u p .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  So  i t  w o u ld ,  p ret t y  mu ch  req u i re  a  b i l l  d ra f t .  

I t  cou ld n ' t  b e  ju st  an  execu t ive  o rd er .  

H IG H:   I  d o n ' t  b e l ieve  so ,  b ecau se  i t  w as  p ass ed  b y  t h e  
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leg i s la t u re  la s t  yea r  an d  s ign ed  b y  t h e  govern or .  So  I  t h in k  i t  w ou ld  h ave  t o  

t ake  leg i s la t ive  a ct i on  an d  n o t  ju st  execu t ive  act io n .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  An d  t h at ' s  w h at  my u n d erst an d in g  w as .  An d  so  

I  ju s t  w an t ed  t o  ask  t h at .  Wel l ,  t h ere ' s  b een  a  lo t  o f  en ergy  in t o  i t  so  f ar ,  

an d  I  cer t a in ly  h op e  I  see  i t .  An d  I  w i l l  look  f orw ard  t o  a  f u r t h er  d i scu ss ion  

w i t h  you  o f f l in e ,  n ot  t o ,  u h ,  b e lab o r  t h i s  f o r  t h e  rest  o f  t he  t eam,  in  

u n d erst an d in g  a  l i t t le  b et t er  w h at  h er  f in i sh in g  w o rd s  w ere  w h en  sh e  

men t ion ed  ab ou t  a  p ot en t ia l  60%  of ,  uh ,  so me o f  t h e  p lans  co u ld  red u ce  t o  

b e  more  comp et i t i v e ,  u h ,  o f  t h e  o n es  th at  en d  u p ,  u m,  p ar t i c ip at in g  in  

op t ion .  An d  so ,  u h ,  an d  - -  an d  h ow  t h at  d o esn ' t  in  - -  act u a l ly ,  p erh ap s ,  

a f f ect  ou r  exch an ge .  An d  so  I  w i l l  - -  i t ' s  a l l  a  l i t t le  T M I  f o r  me at  t h i s  p o in t ,  

an d  I  lo ok  f orw ard  t o  f u r t h er  c la r i f i cat ion s .  Bu t  i t  i s  - -  i t  i s  w o n d er f u l  t o  

see ,  u h ,  t h e  - -  t h at  t h e  o p p ort un i t y  i s  t h ere  f o r  everyo n e  t o  w ork  t oget h er  

in  a ,  h op ef u l ,  w in -w in - w in ,  an d  h ear  yo u r  las t  w ord s  o n  th i s  su b ject  f or  

n ow ,  b u t  you  d o  n ot  f ee l  so  mu ch  i t ' s  g o in g  t o  b e  in  an y  d i rect ,  s ign i f i can t  

comp et i t ion ,  ju st  an ot h er  o p t ion .  So  I  ap p rec iat e  t h o se  reassu r in g  w ord s .  

H IG H:   Oka y.  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Oka y.  So ,  u m,  p oss i b le  act ion s  regard i n g  t h e  

d at es ,  t imes ,  an d  agen d a  i t ems  f or  f u tu re  meet in gs .  An yb o d y  h ave ,  u h  - -  

yes .  

H IG H:   Excu se  me ,  D r .  Jam eson ,  rea l  q u ic k .  W e are  makin g  

some h ead w ay in  a  t r ib a l  sp on sorsh ip  p rogram.  So  I  w o u ld  ju st  l i ke  t o  read  

a  q u ick  t h in g ,  u h ,  a  q u ick ,  u h ,  a  f ew  w ord s  h ere  ab o u t  p oss ib le ,  u h ,  ab ou t  

h ow  t r ib a l  sp on sorsh ip  an d  t h at  p rogram may a f f ect  o u r  F eb ru ary  b oard  

meet in g .  I f  you ’d  ju st  in d u lge  me f or  on e  min u t e ,  p lease .  
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D R.  JAM ESON :  Oh ,  exce l len t .  T h an k yo u .  

HIG H:   Su re .  So  t h e  exch an ge  w o u ld  l i ke  t o  p ro p ose  t h e  

b oard  t ake  in t o  con s id erat ion  an  agen d a  act ion  i t em f o r  t h e  Feb ru ary  

b oard  meet in g  t h at  ad d resses  t h e  t r ib a l  sp on sorsh ip  p rog ram.  Some 

b ack grou n d  on  t h i s  - -  t h e  ACA p rov id es  an  o p p o rt u n i t y  f o r  an y  t r ib e  t o  

est ab l i sh  a  t r ib a l l y  sp on sored  p rogram  t o  p u rch ase  h ea l t h  in su ran ce  

covera ge  f o r  t h e i r  u n in su red ,  t r ib a l  memb ers  t h ro u gh  t h e h ea l t h  in su ran ce  

market p la ce ,  a l so  k n o w n  as  t h e  t r ib a l  sp o n so rsh ip .  45  CF R 156 .1250  

govern s  req u i reme n t s  re la t ed  t o  QHP  an d  QD P  i ssu ers ,  a c cep t an ce  o f  t h i rd  

p ar t y  p aymen t s  o f  p remiu ms,  an d  cost  sh ar in g ,  o n  b eh a l f  o f  t h e  QHP 

en ro l lees .  A s  o f  2022 ,  t h e  exch an ge  h as  on e  t r ib e ,  t h e  Fo rt  M cD ermit t  

t r ib e ,  u h ,  t r ib a l  Wel ln ess  Cen t er ,  u h ,  e n t er  in t o  t h e  t r ib a l  sp o n sorsh ip  

p rogram w i t h  N evad a  Hea l t h L in k .  T h e  Fo rt  M cD ermit t  t r ib e  i s  p ay in g  t h e  

memb er ’s  p remiu m s on  b eh a l f  o f  e l ib le  - -  e l i g ib le  t r ib a l  memb ers .  Th e  

Ren o- Sp ark s  T r ib a l  Hea l t h  C l in i c  i s  get t in g  very  c lo se  t o  en gag in g  in  t h i s  

p rogram,  an d  t h ere  are  a  h an d f u l  o f  o th er  t r ib es  look in g  i n t o  i t ,  as  w e l l ,  

su ch  as  Fa l lon ,  Yer i n gt o n ,  Pyramid  La k e ,  D u ckw at er ,  an d  ot h ers .  In  ord er  

f or  t h e  t r ib a l  h ea l th  c l in i c s  t o  man age  an d  oversee  a l l  t h e  t r ib a l  memb ers  

t h ey  are  sp on sor in g ,  t h e  exch an ge  con s id ers  t h em as  n av ig at ors  an d  are  

g iven  ac ces s  as  a  ce r t i f ied  en ro l lmen t  cou n se lor  t h rou gh  th e  on l in e  p ort a l .  

P r ior  t o  acces s in g  N evad a  Hea l t h L in k ’ s  on l in e  p ort a l  f or  en ro l lmen t ,  c l in i c  

s t a f f  a re  req u i red  to  go  t h ro u gh  t h e  u l  - -  an d  u l t imat e ly  pass  t h e  D iv i s io n  

o f  In su ran ce ,  t h e  D OI ’ s ,  an d  t h e  exch a n ge ’s  CE C/ EEF  ce r t i f i cat ion  p ro cess .  

Th e  exch an ge  recen t ly  co n d u ct ed  a  t r ib a l  sp o n so rsh ip  t ra i n in g  t h at  q u ick ly  

t u rn ed  in t o  a  con versat io n  ab o u t  t h e  exch an ge  ad d res s in g  b arr iers  t h at  t h e  
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t r ib a l  h ea l t h  d i rect ors  b ro u gh t  t o  o u r  a t t en t io n  w i t h  t h e  p ro gram.  On e  o f  

t h ose  b arr iers  i s  co n cern in g  t h e  CEC c e r t i f i cat io n  p ro ces s .  T h e  cu rren t  

cer t i f i cat ion  p roce s s  i s  a  b arr ier  f or  t r i b es ,  g iven  t h e i r  h ig h  t u rn over  an d  

s t a f f ,  mon et ar i l y ,  a n d  t h e i r  s t a f f  a l read y  go es  t h rou gh  a  r igorou s  

b ack grou n d ,  u h ,  ch eck .  T h e  exch an ge  s p o ke  w i t h  b ot h  o u r  D ep u t y  At t orn ey  

Gen era l s  ab ou t  t h ese  co n cern s ,  an d  t h e  D ep u t y  At t o rn ey  Gen era l  

men t ion ed  t h at  t h e exch an ge  b o ard  o f  d i rect o rs  h ave  t h e  au t h or i t y ,  u h ,  o r  

i t  I S  w e l l  w i t h in  t h e b o ard 's  au t h o r i t y  t o  creat e  an  exemp t ion ,  u h ,  sp ec i f i c  

t o  t r ib es ,  t h at  w ou ld  a l lo w  t h e  t r ib a l  hea l t h  c l in i c s  t o  b et ter  serve  t h i s  

u n d er ,  u h ,  u n d erserved  p o p u lat io n .  At  t h e  Feb ru ary  b o ard  meet in g ,  t h e  

exch an ge  i s  as k in g  t h e  b oard  t o  con s ider  a l lo w in g  N evad a  Tr ib a l  N at ion s  t o  

n ot  b e  req u i red  t o  comp let e  t h e  D OI  t ra in in g  p ort ion  o f  t he  cer t i f i cat io n ,  

b u t  t h e  t r ib es  w ou ld  b e  req u i red  t o  t ake  t h e  exch an ge ’ s  t ra in in g  f or  

cer t i f i cat ion  t o  b ec o me a  CAC an d  en r o l l  t r ib a l  memb ers  i n t o  ACA cer t i f ied  

p lan s .  So  b as i ca l l y  w h at  w e ' re  ask in g  i s ,  t h e  b o ard  t o  co ns id er ,  u h ,  ju st  

h av in g  t h e  t r ib a l  - -  t h e ,  u h ,  t h e  t r ib es  t ake  o u r  in t ern a l  cer t i f i cat ion  t h at  

a l l  b ro ker s  t ake ,  t h at  a l l  n av igat o rs  t a ke ,  b u t  n o t  h ave  t o ,  u h ,  ab id e  b y  t h e  

D OI ’ s  ru le s .  So  t h at  w as  ju st  a  - -  a  co mmen t  t h ere  t h at  w e w o u ld ,  u h ,  l i ke  

t o  p u t  th at  on  th e  - -  t h e  b oard  meet ing  f or  Feb ru ary .  

D R.  JAM ESON :  Exce l len t .  An d ,  u h ,  so  w e ' l l  go  ah ead  a n d ,  u h ,  

le t  everyb od y  t h in k  ab o u t  t h at .  An d  I  th in k  i t ' s  a  w o n d er f u l  t h in g  t o  p u t  on  

t h ere .  Aga in ,  u h ,  t h i s  i s ,  u m,  a  very  cu mb ersome,  u h ,  f or  - -  t o  b e  met ,  u m,  

I 'm su re  b y  so me in d iv id u a ls .  Ju st ,  u h ,  even  t h e  o n e  t h at  th e  exch an ge  

req u i res  i s  - -  i s ,  u h ,  i s ,  u h ,  ch a l len g in g  an d ,  u m,  I  t h in k  i f  y o u  can  p ass  t h at  

o n e ,  yo u ' re  p rob ab ly  very  q u a l i f ied .  Bu t  w e ' l l  save  t h e  co mmen t s  f or  la t er .  
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Bu t ,  u m,  I  t h in k  t h at  I 'm ex c i t ed ,  u h ,  t o  - -  I  kn o w  t h at  I 'm exc i t ed  t o  h ear  

h ow  mu ch  p rogress  h as  b een  mad e  in ,  u m,  a  d i f f eren t ,  u h ,  n ot  ju st  on e ,  b ut  

man y  In d ian  t r ib es  in  d i f f eren t ,  u m,  p laces  in  t h e  p ro cess ,  b u t  comin g  

a lon g  w i t h  t h e i r  engagemen t  w i t h  o u r  exch an ge .  An d  t h i s  i s  so  ex c i t in g  t o  

h ear  h o w ,  a l so ,  t h e  t r ib a l ,  u m,  u h ,  f u nd in g  f o r  t h e  memb ers  i s  - -  i s  b e in g  

b rou gh t ,  u h ,  p a id  for ,  f o r  t h e i r  memb ers .  An d  so ,  yo u  kn o w ,  w e  h ear ,  t oo  

o f t en ,  h ow  th e  h ea lt h care ,  u h ,  f o r  t h e ,  u h ,  u h ,  memb ers  o f  t h ese  t r ib es  an d  

t h ese  reservat ion s ,  I  mean ,  i t  cou ld  b r i n g  me a  t ear  t o  my eye ,  h as  b een  

lac k in g .  An d ,  u h ,  t h ey ' re  mo  - -  most  o f  t h em ru ra l ,  l i t e ra l l y  a  t ear  t o  my 

eye .  Th i s  i s  so  ex c i t in g  t o  h ear .  Th i s  i s  a  smal l  p op u lat ion ,  b u t  t h ey ' re  - -  

r i gh t ?  - -  each  in d iv i d u a l ,  every  in d iv id u a l  i s  so  p rec iou s ,  a n d  t h at  w e are  

reach in g  ou t  t o  t h ese  p eo p le  w h o  h ave  b een  marg in a l i z ed  an d  f orgot t en  

an d  n ot  h ad  t h e  access  t h ey  n eed .  T h i s  i s  ju s t  - -  ju s t  t h r i l l in g  t o  see  t h at  

ou r  exch an ge  i s  m a kin g  t h at  co n n ect io n .  An d  w e  cer t a in ly  are  exc i t ed  t o  

see  i f  w e  can  h e lp  th ese  n av igat ors  p a s s .  

H IG H:   Great .  Th an k yo u .  

JAM ESON :  Oka y.  T h at  w as  a  gr eat ,  u h ,  ad d i t ion .  So  ot h er ,  u m,  

i t ems  on  t h e  agen da  o r  an y  o t h er  t h ing  ab o u t  t h e  f ut u re  d at e ,  w h ich  h e  

sa id  w as  Feb ru ary ,  w as  i t  18t h ?  Wh at  w as  t h e  d at e?  

HIG H:   16t h ,  u h ,  T h u rsd ay ,  Feb ru ary  16t h  at  1 :30  PM .  

JAM ESON :  Ab so lu t e ly  p er f ect .  Hear in g  n o t h in g  e l s e ,  I  w ou ld  

l i ke  t o  t h an k  ever y b od y  an d  go  in t o  pu b l i c  co mmen t .  t h e n ,  i f  t h ere  are  an y  

- -  n o  ot h er  comment s?  O kay .  An d  t h en ,  u h ,  an y  p u b l i c  co m men t s ,  u m,  u m,  

o n l in e?  I  - -  I  - -  I  t h ou gh t ,  p erh ap s ,  t h ere  co u ld  b e  severa l  w h o  w an t ed t o  

make  a  co mmen t  on  t h e  p ub l i c  o p t io n ,  b u t  t h ey ' re  p ro b ably  l i ke  t h e  rest  o f  
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u s ,  w e  f ee l  a  l i t t le ,  u h ,  b l in d  s i  - -  you  kn ow ,  a  l i t t le ,  ju s t  T M I  an d  h ave  t o  

t h in k  ab ou t  i t .  Bu t  i t  w as  a  great  p resen t at io n .  So  n o  o t h er  p u b l i c  

commen t s  b e in g ,  u m,  u h ,  en t er t a in ed  o u t  t h ere ,  t h en  I  wou ld  say ,  w e  can  

make  a  mo t ion  t o  ad jou rn .  An d  I  w an t  t o  t h an k  ou r  b oard  memb ers  f or  

p ar t i c ip at in g  an d ,  u h ,  t h e  great  q u est ion s  t h at  w ere  asked .  Um,  t h an k  you  

so  mu ch  an d  h ap p y  h o l id ays  t o  ever yb o d y.  Ho w  b les sed  ar e  w e  t o  h ave  

su ch  amaz in g ,  u h ,  a cces s  t o  h ea l t h care ,  w h ich  - -  r igh t ?  - -  yo u  h ave  you r  

h ea l t h ,  you  h ave  yo u r  w ea l t h ?  Wel l ,  u h ,  a  h ea l t h y  p erso n  h as  1 ,000  w ish es ,  

a  s i c k  p erson  h as  b u t  o n e ,  t o  h ave  t h e ir  h ea l t h ,  an d  - -  an d - -  an d  w e  a l l  

kn ow  t o  h ave  acce s s  t o  h ea l t h care .  So  t h an k  yo u  a l l  an d  k n ow  t h at  you  are  

imp rov in g  h o l id a ys  t h ro u gh o u t  ou r  s t ate  b y  yo u r  act io n  o n  p ar t i c ip at in g  in  

t h i s  b oard ,  b ot h  t he  s t a f f  an d  t h e  b o ard ,  t o  make  su re  t h at  every  N evad an ,  

b ecau se  ever y  l i f e  i s  o f  in f in i t e  va lu e ,  h as  t h at  access  t o  h ea l t h care  an d  a  

h ap p ier ,  h ea l t h y  f u t u re .  So  t h an k  yo u  f o r  yo u r  p ar t i c ip at io n ,  everyb od y .  

An d  p ret t y  soon ,  everyo n e  in  N evad a  w i l l  h ave  h ea l t h care .  Th an k you .  

HIG H:   Bye- b ye .  T h an k yo u .  

JOHN S ON :  Hap p y  h o l id ay s .  

 

(en d  o f  reco rd in g)  


